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The New Era Of UFO Research

by David M. Jacobs, Ph.D. o197
A version of this paper was given at the 1987 MUFON conference in Washington, D.C. on June 26, 1987

The history of the American UFO sightings and the
government’s involvement in studying them has been told
many times.' Rather than recount this story, I would like to
draw some conclusions about it and perhaps add some insight
into the mystery.

Pre-1947 Waves

The 1896-1897 wave of sighting reports was, in essence, a
‘“‘prototype’’ wave in that it contained a ‘‘pure’’ quality not
found in modern waves of UFO sightings. Most people
claimed to see dirigible-type machines that more or less
resembled what was known to be the current level of airship
technology. A variety of shapes, sizes and behavior was also
described, including nonairship-type machines, but these
were in a distinct minority. Above all, the airships seemed
wedded to the cultural expectations of those who were
witnesses. Some of the airships had great flapping wings,
others had passenger baskets attached. However, the flight
characteristics of the machines, no matter how they were
described, were beyond the technology of the times.?

What was particularly interesting is that the airship wave
brought forth the first public extraterrestrial theorizing by
citizens trying to ascertain the mysterious objects’ origins.
However, these theories did not come from the scientific
community that was engaged in solving the airship mystery.
Rather, they came from concerned citizens writing to news-
papers. The airships’ technological aspects struck the people
as being very odd indeed and the extraterrestrial hypothesis
became a debated theory along with the more conventional
explanations. We may never be able to discover what it was
that people actually saw but it remains a fascinating introduc-
tion to the entire UFO mystery. The airships returned in 1909,
but this was a regional wave and did not cause widespread
discussion and controversy as had the one in 1897.

The ‘‘foo-fighter’”” mystery of 1943-1945 was important
because it represented the first major introduction of the
United StatesGovernment into UFO investigations. Little is
known of foo-fighters except through the stories that airmen
told after the war. What is certain is that the government in-
vestigated and found that what the allied pilots had been
describing — metallic ball-shaped objects that flew toward
their planes, paced them, circled them, followed them and
even led them — were naturally occurring phenomena like St.
Elmo’s fire and static electricity charges. With this, the
government displayed a pattern of explanation that would
characterize its and UFO debunkers’ UFO analyses in the
future — disregard the facts if they do not fit a conventional
explanation. It seemed to be a virtual impossibility that pilots
could be accurately describing metallic-structured objects,
therefore they were not. With this assumption any conven-
tional explanation, however remote from the facts, was a
possibility.?

The foo-fighter mystery seemed to disappear in 1945 and in
1946 the Ghost Rockets began to occupy their niche. Seen
over Scandinavia and Western Europe, they captured the at-
tention of elements within the United States government dur-
ing the Truman administration because of the possibility, in
this growing Cold War environment, that the Soviets could be
experimenting with new rocket designs. A commission of in-
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quiry was sent to Sweden to study the phenomenon. After
deciding that these were not Soviet rockets, the commission

-members reasoned that the phenomenon was emanating from

culturally induced psychological states — mass hysteria.
Thus, since the phenomenon fit-no preconceived physical
categories, the Americans fit it into a preconceived psycholo-
gical category. Once again this could only be accomplished by
deciding that people were not seeing what they claimed. Since
it was not within the frame of reference of the commission
members to suggest that people were seeing unexplainable
things, it was a short step to say that they were seeing
nothing.*

1947: The Beginning

This process was not so easy in 1947 following the Kenneth
Arnold sighting. This credible, honest, individual’s story cap-
tured the press’s attention and his story became immediately
internationally famous. Other witnesses began to see and
report the objects and the modern UFO phenomenon began.
It did not creep up slowly, building from previous stories,
becoming elaborated, ornate, fanciful — as one would expect
of psychological derived phenomenon, or societally based
folklore — rather it suddenly emerged full-blown in virtually
the same range of patterns that witnesses report today. Peo-
ple began to see a variety of geometrically shaped objects ex-
hibiting unusual flight characteristics. These objects were not
fanciful rocketships or earthly space-travel contraptions in
science-fiction literature. The UFOs were something com-
pletely new and were unrelated to popular science fiction or
to popular culture in general.

That there was no precedent for appearance or the config-
uration of the objects in 1947 as there had been in 1897 gives
the 1947 wave great importance. If we assume that the chief
purveyor of science fiction is the motion-picture industry (and
indeed skeptics have continually tried to link science-fiction
films with sightings) then a glance the history of science-
fiction films shows us that since the beginning of the Holly-
wood motion-picture industry, there had been few if any
films produced with themes of extraterrestial visitation. Many
had been made with themes of earthlings traveling to other
planets (Buck Rogers and Flash Gordon are examples of
this), but before 1950 there were no major films that had be-
ings from space invading earth. Therefore, arguments against
the anomalousness of the sightings claiming popular culture
as the culprit are most difficult to make.

The objects’ behavior seemed to be well beyond that pro-
duced by the technology of 1947 and it became immediately
apparent that witnesses were seeing something that could be
entirely unique. As a result, almost from the beginning, the
extraterrestrial hypothesis became a popular theory com-
peting with ‘‘conventional’’ theories. But just what people
were seeing was still an open question. The United States
government, fearing Soviet handiwork, was determined to
find out. Thus it was that in 1948 the Air Force, charged with
protecting the United States from attack by air, became in-
volved with UFO investigation. Other areas of the govern-
ment and the military also became interested in the subject
and mounted small-scale investigations of sightings made by
service personnel or, in the case of the FBI, by civilians
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because of the witnesses possible ‘‘subversive’’ qualities
rather than the UFQ’s potentially anomalous nature.

Although the majority of the evidence indicates that the
government was just as puzzled by the phenomenon as was
the average America, there has been persistent rumors that
the wreckage of a crashed UFO provided the government
with virtually total knowledge of the UFO mystery. Sup-
posedly a UFO crashed sometime in the late 1940s, and was
recovered. Tantalizing documents have been released which,
if proven to be authentic, suggest that a UFO recovery was a
reality. Some UFO researchers have, in recent years, begun to
rethink UFO history in light of this alleged happening. They
have posited that the government was involved with a massive
cover-up of not only the UFO and its occupants, but of any
knowledge that it has accrued as a result of the event.

There is a tantalizing amount of evidence presented which
suggests that something did indeed crash in Roswell, New
Mexico, but the information is still incomplete and a case for
revising the entire history of the UFO controversy from the
beginning to the present day is premature. This could change
in the future, but for the time being one must proceed with
what is known and where the bulk of the evidence leads. At
the very least, the public history of the UFO controversy has
not been substantially altered. We must therefore assume that
the U.S. Government became involved with the UFO
phenomenon not to cover-up what it already knew, but to
find out what it did not know.

From 1948 to 1952 the Air Force, using its scientific consul-
tant and UFO skeptic J. Allen Hynek, involved itself in a suc-
cession of projects to deal with the phenomenon. After first
satisfying itself that the objects were not secret weapons from
this or any other country, the Air Force began to rely on the
notion that people were not accurately describing what they
saw and experienced, and the Air Force came to the uneasy
but convenient conclusion that the phenomenon was due
primarily to misperceptions of conventional phenomena, ab-
normal psychological or physiological states, ‘‘societal stress’’
and hoaxes. It attempted to distance itself from the subject by
first proclaiming that the entire affair was not anomalous and
then, in 1950, by closing down its UFO investigations unit
(Project Grudge) in the hopes that the public would get the
message and stop seeing unacceptable things in the sky.

The reopening of Project Grudge, and then the subsequent
renaming of it as Project Blue Book, was a testament to one
of the centrally important facts of UFO research: UFO sight-
ings were unrelated to societal events. No matter how the Air
Force tried to manipulate public opinion, sightings still con-
tinued. Thus, the Air Force once again attempted to get to the
bottom of the UFO mystery.

1952 And The Robertson Panel

Captain Edward Ruppelt, the head of Project Blue Book,
made an enthusiastic attempt to study UFOs by scientific
means in the spring and summer of 1952, but other forces
within the government subverted his efforts. The massive
wave of 1952 and the spectacular sightings over the White
House and Capitol Building with its resultant publicity and
uncontrolled public curiosity convinced the government that
something had to be done to finally put an end to this pro-
blem. The convening of the Central Intelligence Agency-
sponsored Robertson Panel in January, 1953, marks the
high-water mark of Air Force UFO investigations.

The Robertson Panel found nothing in UFO reports that
suggested truly anomalous objects. Neither could the panel
discern an overt threat to the national security represented by
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the objects. But it did find that the reports of the objects
could be used by the enemies of America as psychological
warfare weapons against it, and therefore the UFO reports
and not the UFOs constituted a potential threat to the nation.
This determination became the single most influential event in
the public-governmental study of UFOs. Never again would
the government actively seek to investigate and analyze the
UFO mystery. Never again would it consider the UFO pro-
blem anything more than a public relations headache that
caused it more trouble than it was worth. After 1953 it acted
as a ‘‘soothing agent’’ trying to calm fears, tell the public that
it had everything under control and hope that eventually the
fad would end and the reports would cease. An inclusive
report by the Battelle Memorial Institute only strengthened
the government’s inclination to dismiss claims of the objects’
anomalous nature. The prevailing opinion in the Air Force
about the UFO sightings was, according to an increasingly
perplexed Hynek, ‘It can’t be, therefore it isn’t.”” From 1953
onward the primary Air Force activity was to try to identify
as many reports as possible to educate the public that all
reports could be explained in the hopes that the reports would
then cease. All cases were to be identified regardless of the ac-
tual content of the report. The files were to be kept secret to
prevent popular interest in the subject. But the attempt to
cleanse the public of reports failed. By 1958 the frustrated Air
Force was trying not only to rid the public of reports, but also
to rid itself of the UFO program entirely.

1953-1966

In a sense, the Air Force was aided by the ‘‘Contactees’’
who came into prominence in the 1950s. Claiming ongoing
contact with ‘‘Space Brothers’”” who had selected them
because of their special qualities, the aliens gave them a mis-
sion to tell the people to stop atomic wars, stop atomic
testing, live together in peace and so forth. Using an im-
aginative mixture of religion, cultural fears, science fiction
and evangelism, the contactees gained adherents and in the
process attracted widespread press attention with their spec-
tacular (and often demonstrably untrue) claims. As a result
increased public ridicule became the response to all UFO
witnesses. Consequently many of the small but growing
number of UFO researchers developed an aversion to all
sightings detailing occupants as conservativism swept the
responsible UFO community.

But since UFO reports were unrelated to societal events,
the sightings continued regardless of the contactees or of the
Air Force’s pronouncements and efforts to quell them. A ma-
jor wave of sightings in 1957 prompted much public criticism
of the Air Force’s handling of the problem and major UFO
organizations such as Jim and Carol Lorenzen’s Aerial
Phenomena Research Organization (APRO) and the newly
formed National Investigations Committee on Aerial
Phenomena (NICAP) under the leadership of Donald
Keyhoe became more convinced than ever that the govern-
ment was covering up its knowledge of UFOs. Their efforts
to make the Air Force reveal its findings and investigate
UFOs openly and fairly only confirmed the prevailing belief
system in the Air Force that the UFO phenomenon was not
only a product of identifiable sources, but a severe public
relations’ problem.

By 1966, with the large wave of 1965-1967 in full swing, the
Air Force’s efforts to transfer the program had failed and it
was ready to try anything to shed itself of it. The opportunity
presented itself in March when Air Force scientific consultant
J. Allen Hynek, pronounced that a series of interesting if not
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spectacular sightings in and around the Dexter and Hillsdale
townships of Michigan were the products of spontaneously
combustible rotting vegetation known as ‘‘swamp gas.”
Although castigated by many UFO researchers as a stooge of
the Air Force, Hynek had actually been undergoing a meta-
morphosis. He began as a debunker in 1948 but by 1966 he
had emerged as a sgientist who at last understood the
anomalous origins of the UFOs. Nonetheless, he still worked
for the Air Force and he was charged with solving these cases.
But Hynek’s last major official investigation produced exact-
ly the opposite effect that he had intended. Instead of cooling
the public’s interest in UFOs, the ‘‘swamp gas’’ explanation
seemed to add fuel to the fires of the people who were charg-
ing that the Air Force was covering up.

Pressure on the Air Force mounted as congressmen, now
sensing Air Force ineptitude, began to call for congressional
investigations of its handling of the UFO problem. The first
of those investigations was held in 1966 and as a result the Air
Force decided to once-and-for-all give the UFO problem to a
university to study and report back to the Air Force what it
was all about. The Air Force found the ideal situation in the
University of Colorado. Headed by physicist Edward U.
Condon, the university allowed for a committee to be set up
which included about a dozen academics who were to take a
fresh look at the UFO evidence and report back to the Air
Force whether further study was warranted. In the meantime,
a few scientists and academics had been reaching the conclu-
sion that UFOs were, indeed, worth of study. James E.
McDonald, Jacques Vallee, Leo Sprinkle, James Harder and
others were openly working to uncover the mysteries of the
UFO enigma.

The first seemingly credible evidence of UFO abductions
was revealed in the 1961 Barney and Betty Hill case which
provided new and disturbing evidence about the phenomenon
apart from the arguments about whether UFOs exist or not.
But in spite of the Hill case, most UFO researchers considered
abduction accounts to be so ‘‘fringy’’ and embarrassing that
few took them seriously. Cases like the, now classic, 1957 An-
tonio Villas Boas case were too bizarre to talk about publicly.
They found it intellectually and perhaps emotionally easier to
accept the growing number of ‘“Trace Cases’’ and even occu-
pant reports that were filling investigators files.

At the same time, a group of debunkers also came into be-
ing headed first by Donald Menzel of Harvard University
(who wrote his first debunking book in 1953), and then by
science writer Philip J. Klass, whose first book came out in
1966. The tension set up by the debunkers, lay-UFO in-
vestigators and scientists who fought over the meaning of the
UFO evidence was mirrored in the Condon committee.*

The Condon Committee

Condon’s flip attitude toward the subject, his managerial
style, and the internal disagreements over procedures and
evidence tore the committee apart and made the resultant
report issued in 1968 almost meaningless in solving the UFO
mystery. However, based on its recommendations that
nothing further could be gained by studying UFOs and that
they did not constitute a threat to the national security, the
Air Force finally closed Project Blue Book in December, 1969
and its public investigation of UFO reports came to an end.

Although the Air Force was no longer interested in civilian
UFO reports, after 1969 it continued to investigate those
made by military personnel around the world. The Central
Intelligence Agency has also conducted investigations of in-
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ternational UFO sightings. (There is suggestive evidence that
studies of the phenomenon apart from case investigations
may also have taken place, although this is not yet substan-
tiated.)®

The Condon Report did its damage, however. Many un-
suspecting readers concluded that report was the final word
on the subject and that the UFO mystery had been placed to
rest once and for all. Scientists who had no systematic
knowledge of the subject often used the report to justify their
lack of knowledge about UFOs. Even many UFO ‘‘buffs”’
droppea their membership in UFO organizations assuming
that there was no further reason to support research in the
subject. The damage done by the Condon Report was great
but it had absolutely no effect on the UFO phenomenon
itself.

1973

The UFO wave of 1973 was the first wave since 1947 to
have no governmental pronouncements about what people
were seeing in the sky. The wave itself was surprising to the
press because it had assumed that the flying saucer mystery
had been laid to rest by Condon and it was now a product of
the nostalgic past. But it came about in exactly the same way
that the other waves have come about — with no reference to
societal events and displaying the full range of UFO activity
from high-level sightings to occupants. Abduction cases
seemed to increase during the 1973 wave and in the 1970s in
general. UFO researchers were beginning to take more note
of them although they still had difficulty understanding what
the data meant. But it was becoming clear that the abductions
were an integral part of the UFO experience and must soon be
dealt with in a systematic manner.

Hynek, now fully committed to the anomalous theory of
UFO sightings, took the opportunity to announce the open-
ing of the Center for UFO Studies — which was to be the first
scientific organization devoted to studying the mystery. The
Mutual UFO Network came to the fore as a leading organiza-
tion and the two worked together to collect and analyze
reports. Through a series of conferences and published data
these and other UFO organizations, active in the 1970s and
1980s, succeeded in upgrading the quality of analysis of UFO
cases thereby substantially increasing our knowledge about
the subject.

Lively intellectual debates came into being surrounding the
efficacy of the extraterrestrial hypothesis. Some UFO resear-
chers put forward new theories about the ‘‘ultraterrestrial’’
origin of the objects in an attempt to surmount the problems
presented by time and space, and account for the reports that
suggested some UFOs had a quality of “‘invisibility”’ about
them. Although the arguments were necessarily inconclusive,
they displayed the spirited intellectual activity continuing in
the UFO study community as researchers attempted to in-
tellectually grasp the continually mounting mass of data from
the reports. At the same time MUFON, CUFOS and the new
Fund for UFO Research contributed to a growing sense of
community among UFO researchers by providing funding for
projects and outlets for information dissemination. Although
convincing the scientific community and the public at large of
the legitimacy of the phenomenon was still a primary objec-
tive of UFO researchers, a subtle shift in outlook began as
researchers became increasingly sophisticated and specialized.
They correlated the data and formed their own criteria for
criticism, analysis and discussion apart from seeking help or
legitimization from the ‘‘outside’” UFO conventions, instead
of having the ‘‘clubby’’ quality of the 1950s and early 1960s,
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now took on the serious role of providing a professional
forum for the exchange and criticism of research and
analysis.

It was also in the 1970s that some UFO organizations
began a concerted legal attack on the U.S. Government to
declassify the UFO data that it still held. Although Project
Blue Book’s records had been declassified and sent to the Na-
tional Archives in 1975, these groups suspected that more
material was still being concealed. Through the Freedom on
Information Act UFO organizations and private individuals
succeeded in obtaining hundreds of previously unknown
documents which filled in gaps in our knowledge of the
government’s handling of the UFO problem in previous
decades and also gave us a glimpse of how the government
currently investigates UFO sightings.’

During the 1970s, Hynek’s Center for UFO Studies
(CUFOS) was also publishing some of the best evidence and
data about UFOs to date. His busy schedule of public ap-
pearances lent rationality and prestige to the subject. The
tremendous success of a motion picture with a title borrowed
from a phrase that he coined, Close Encounters of the Third
Kind, showed that the public was still fascinated by motion
pictures with UFO themes. A spate of similar films followed.
Sighting reports, however, were unaffected by these releases
and, for unknown reasons, the number of reports appeared
to be declining.

By the end of the 1970s, the study of the UFO
phenomenon had become much more sophisticated than it
had ever been and a great amount of knowledge had been ac-
quired about its patterns, effects, appearances and its
residues, but UFO researchers felt frustrated by the seeming
decline in public interest, and the great difficulty in piercing
the armor of mystery around reported UFO behavior.
Although a tremendous amount of information had been
amassed about the whole gamut of UFO sightings including
the now-rountine CE-III (occupant) reports, our knowledge
about the purposes and motivations of the phenomenon was
extremely limited at best. And even though Hynek and others
had made strenuous efforts to convince the scientific com-
munity of the importance of the subject, they were unable to
achieve substantial success. Its scientific standing was still
very much where it had been for years: intriguing but ‘il-
legitimate.”’

The 1980s: The End and the New Beginning

The 1980s began auspiciously with the publication of Budd
Hopkins’ Missing Time in 1981. Most UFO researchers still
thought of abduction cases as simply another sighting
category to be used in the effort of legitimization (although
many were wary of these cases because they smacked of
‘‘contacteeism’’ and lessened the chance of scientific accep-
tance). But Hopkins took a small sample of abduction cases
that he had personally investigated, collated them and show-
ed their patterns, similarities, and convergences in a coherent
whole. His continuing persistent investigations yielded new
insight into the phenomenon. This created new questions to
be asked and the answers yielded more new questions and so
on. Suddenly UFO research was immersed in an area that it
had never before fully tapped. Taking a close look at the ab-
duction phenomenon gave us our first insight into the motiva-
tions of the intelligence behind UFOs. It was as if a door had
opened and we were able to look inside the phenomenon.
Almost overnight UFO research was fundamentally and ir-
revocably transformed from studying sightings to studying
experiences. Not only was the meaning of the abduction
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becoming clearer, but the number of abduction reports was
increasing as well.?

By 1985 there were so many of these reports that resear-
chers could not keep up with them. The amount of data flow-
ing from abduction experiences was so massive in its quantity
and consistent in its detail that even the most cursory look in-
dicated that we were finally learning about the essence of the
UFO problem.

Although most researchers still did not understand the im-
plications of the new data, it was certain that these cases
would have to be investigated in new ‘‘internal’’ ways, using
new techniques, and with extraordinary caution. UFO
research was clearly moving into a new territory of investiga-
tion. Hynek’s death in 1986, one year before the publication
of Budd Hopkins’ monumentally important book Intruders:
The Incredible Visitations at Copley Woods which, for the
first time, publicly revealed the extent of the UFO
phenomenon’s intrusion into the personal lives of humans,
can be seen as the end of the first great phase of external UFO
research.’

Hynek was the most important person in the first phase to
try to establish the externally anomalous quality of the
phenomenon to the scientific community and the public. He
had developed categories for sighting reports, coined phrases
to enable us to talk a common language about it and showed
us scientific and systematic methods of studying the reports.
He wrestled with the meaning of the evidence he had un-
covered and he pointed to new directions in analyzing the
material. His career spanned nearly the entire history of the
UFO controversy. Against overwhelming odds he fought his
detractors to a standstill. But he, like most others in UFO
research, concentrated on what the phenomenon presented to
him — evidence of its existence. His career and that of others
in his generation, was committed to legitimizing the study of
the phenomenon so that properly funded research could take
place free from ridicule. Whether Hynek would have been
able to incorporate the abduction experience into his efforts
at legitimization can not be known. His death came just as he
was beginning to understand the importance of abduction
data and consequently just when the next major phase of
UFO research was beginning.

By 1985 UFO research was in a state of profound change.
Abduction research has given us more information about the
UFO phenomenon itself (as opposed to the societal reactions
to it) than all the accumulated information of the last forty
years. The tapping of this information has for the first time
since the phenomenon began constituted an intellectual
breakthrough of unimaginable and incalculable importance.
Researchers now are finally beginning to answer questions
that begin with the word ‘‘why.”” Before the abduction
breakthrough, this was an impossibility.

The Present State of UFO Research

Now, after forty years of studying UFO patterns, debating
about their origin, developing procedures for studying
sightings and witnesses, speculating about the meaning of the
reports, probing the intricacies of governmental involvement
in UFOs, and even warring among ufologists, the abduction
material has placed UFO research in a different phase of in-
tellectual discourse. Researchers have at last advanced
beyond the sighting report: The material developed from the
abduction accounts has unequivocally placed them in the
study of extraterrestrial life, motivations, intentions and ac-
tivities.
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Thus, it has taken us forty years since Kenneth Arnold’s
sighting to understand the importance of what he saw. Ar-
nold’s sighting set in motion a string of publicized reports,
and a public dynamic of sighting, report, investigation,
analysis and debate that has continued to the present day.
Since his sighting UFO researchers have learned that his and
countless similar sightings and experiences have had meaning
beyond the simple fact of the observation of an anomalous
phenomenon. But this meaning was mysterious and seeming-
ly impeanetrable. Virtually all public debate centered on the
reality or nonreality of either a specific sighting or the
phenomenon as a whole but the meaning of the phenomenon
remained mysterious. Researchers debated about the meaning
of external manifestations of an internally directed
phenomenon. Doubtless this will continue, but for the first
time researchers have developed a different set of data on
which to base their knowledge and hypotheses.

Kenneth Arnold’s sighting prompted UFO proponents to
study unidentified flying objects. Forty years later they are
finally able to push past the study of unidentified flying ob-
jects. Now they are in a situation of looking back at the
debate over the existence of the phenomenon and looking
ahead to the coming debate over the motivations of the in-
telligence behind the phenomenon. They have travelled a
rough road to arrive at this point, but that journey has been
extraordinarily important. It may have led us to the threshold
of momentous discoveries. Going through that threshold
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could intellectually lead us to another universe.

Nz

Related SITUation

Bizarre Tales, Accusations Fly

at UFO Symposium

Although the International Symposium on
Unidentified Aerial Phenomena concluded
Sunday afternoon, it reached a crescendo late
Saturday night in a thinking-man’s version of
championship wrestling.

A standing-room-only crowd of about 400
jammed an American University auditorium
to hear a panel of 12 people tell bizarre tales
of being abducted by creatures from distant
planets.

Crouching below at stage right, wearing a
familiar straw hat, was author Phil Klass,
America’s leading UFO skeptic. Wearing his
best patronizing smile, Klass had stalked
about the symposium throughout the
weekend, tape recorder in hand, gathering
evidence for a soon-to-be completed book he
says will send the UFO abduction
phenomenon back into the realm of fairy tales
and unicorns.

At center stage, bowing into the
microphone, sat Whitley Strieber, author of
‘“‘Communion,” one of the most popular
non-fiction books to ever top The New York
Times’ best-seller charts. Released earlier this
year with a massive publicity blitz, ‘‘Commu-
nion”’ is Strieber’s first-person account of be-
ing immobilized, seized, and experimented
upon by small humanoids two years ago.

Strieber and Klass had sparred before on
the talk-show circuit, and now, like op-
ponents in a featured event, they were within
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clawing distance once more.

‘“This has been the most difficult thing I’ve
ever done in my life,”’ Strieber began, referr-
ing to the ‘225 times’’ he has repeated his
story since the publication of his book. ‘‘I’ve
had the experience of being laughed at by 8
million viewers and 700 on (the) Donohue
(show). And I’ve cried all the way to the bank
— because I’ve made a million dollars on
‘Communion.’”’

The crowd applauded eagerly. They clap-
ped again when Strieber added that he would
donate a portion of the proceeds to establish
an institution by and for UFO abduction vic-
tims. Then, warming to his foe, Strieber
began accelerating his cadence, pointing to
Klass and charging, ‘“This gentleman here
called me a liar in public.”

Striber pulled out some papers and iden-
tified them as the results of a polygraph test
he had to pass before BBC interrogation May
18.

‘“Here are the questions,”” Strieber went
on, reading from the test he said he passed.
‘‘‘Have you invented the visitors for commer-
cial gain?’ ‘No.’ ‘Have you actually been ab-
ducted?’ ‘Yes!” ‘Is ‘Communion’ an honest
account of that experience?’ ‘Yes!” ‘Have you
ever taken a hallucinogenic drug?’ ‘No!’ ‘Is
this a physical reality?’’’ Strieber barked,
“Yes! Yes! Yes!”

The papers quivered in Strieber’s hand as
he announced, ‘I would like to give this copy
of my test to Mr. Klass!”’

The crowd applauded lustily as Strieber
presented the polygraph results to Klass, who

joined the ovation himself, that smile never
leaving his face.

It had been a night devoted to tales of the
ultra-strange, where abduction-investigating
author Budd Hopkins (‘“‘Intruders’) re-
counted his sessions with ‘‘victims’> who —
through hypnotism — remembered details of
what appeared to be genetic experiments con-
ducted on them by aliens. With varying
degrees of difficulty, the eight abductees reliv-
ed the anger and the terror of their en-
counters.

The UFO symposium attracted a lot of
believers as well as a number who didn’t know
what to think. Walt Andrus, international
director of Mutual UFO Network, a sponsor
of the event, said 45 congressional aides at-
tended the Saturday night session.

Throughout the three-day affair, most of
the attention focused on the so-called
Majestic-12 document of 1947 that allegedly
linked President Truman to the retrieval of a
crashed spacecraft in New Mexico along with
four dead aliens. ‘‘It’s smoking and it’s load-
ed,”” Andrus claimed.

But as skeptics and proponents battle over
the merits of MJ-12, just who would be the
final authority on the document’s authentici-
ty?

“The way I see it,”” said symposium
organizer Fred Whiting, ‘‘the only person
who would have the authority to confirm that
would be the U.S. President.”

SOURCE: Billy Cox in the Free Press,
Burlington, VT 6/29/87
CREDIT: Joe Zarzynski
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In the Wake of Columbus’ Sea Serpent —
The Giant Turtle of the Gulf Stream

by Ulrich Magin

In September 1494, Columbus was near Saona Island at
the southeast tip of Spain. He had already seen many strange
things in his ‘“New World,”’ but here he had one of the
strangest views of his voyage: In the sea swam ‘‘a repulsive
sea monster big as a medium-sized whale, with a carapace like
a turtle’s, a horrible head like a barrel, and two wings. The
Admiral observed that, when such denizens of the deep come
to the surface, it was time to prepare for foul weather, a
mariner’s supersitition not yet dead. Sure enough, a Septem-
ber gale struck soon after, and the fleet was glad to take
refuge behind Saona.’’' This was clearly no known animal,
but it also doesn’t fit into any proposed category of sea ser-
pent. But, if Columbus ever saw such a monster, we should
be able to find confirmation of the story.

Fishermen of Cuba caught a similar animal that was de-
scribed as ‘‘a giant turtle’’ in October 1937. The animal had a
length of four metres (13 feet) and weight several hundred
pounds. Zoologists who investigated the case thought the tur-
tle could be over 500 years old.? It should be pointed out from
the start that the maximum length of the biggest turtle living
in the Atlantic Ocean, the Leatherback Turtle, is about 2.5
metres (8 feet). The Cuban specimen must have been of a
presumably unknown species.

In 1955 the Nobel prize winner, Gabriel Garcia Marquez,
worked for a Bogota, Columbia newspaper. One of his most
successful newspaper articles was the story of L. Alejandro
Velasco, who had been on a raft without anything to eat or
drink for ten days after a giant wave had washed him from a
ship. On March 8, 1955 he had been at sea for several days
and was off Uraba, Columbia when he thought he had a hal-
lucination. ‘‘About five metres distance from the raft, I saw a
giant yellow turtle with a tigered head and fixed dumb eyes
that resembled two giant balls of glass which stared at me
terribly...The ugly animal, about four metres from head to
tail, dove when it saw me move, and left a trail of foam.”’?

Finally, in 1968, Bruce Mounier, a fisherman from Miami,
encountered a similar monster underwater off Great Isaac
Light in the Bahamas. ‘‘Some kind of round turtle or big fish
— about 200 pounds — became visible and I went lower to
get a good look...It had a monkey’s face with its head pro-
truding out in front — a much longer neck than a turtle —
four or more times the length of a human neck. It rotated its
neck like a snake as it watched me. The eyes were like those of
a human being, but larger. it looked like the face of a mon-
key...””* If this story is no hoax (and it sounds like one), it
could be a seacow seen under difficult conditions, or one of
the giant turtles.

Bernard Heuvelmans mentions two reports of large turtle-
like sea monsters also in the Atlantic Ocean. The first was a
60-foot animal observed near the Newfoundland banks in
1883.° The second one, seen by mariners of the freighter
‘“‘Rhapsody’’ in June 1956 off Nova Scotia, Canada, was
reported to be more than 40 feet long, with 15 foot fins, and
which held its head some 8 feet above the surface of the
water.®

Both these turtles are considerably larger than the Carib-
bean specimens listed above, but we should remember that
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Columbus’ sea serpent was ‘‘as big as a medium-sized
whale.”

If the Canadian and the Caribbean reports relate to the
same species, and they drift in the Gulf Stream, as it is sug-
gested by their location, we should also find similar reports
from Great Britain, And, indeed, on September 13, 1959, a
similar animal appeared off the Scottish Island, Soay, near
Skye. Tex Geddes and James Gavin, who encountered the
beast, stated that it was somewhat longer than 8 feet, still the
size of a large leatherback. But, the description they gave dif-
fers in some points from that of a leatherback.

Fishermen from Mallaig had also seen the monster.” Their
report was confirmed on July 10, 1962 when fishermen
caught a monstrous turtle off Barra, an island of the
Hebrides. The creature measured 12 feet from head to tail
and must have weighed over a ton since the rope of the net in
which the animal was entangled, having a one-ton pull,
broke. The Reverend Angus J. McQueen of Barra reported
that the monster was later washed ashore at North Uist, still
entangled in the net of the ‘‘Castle Moil.’’*

As if more confirmation was needed, the famous Nessie
hunter, Tim Dinsdale, discovered a dead turtle monster in a
storage shed in Mallaig in August, 1971. It was ‘‘at least 3
times the bulk of the specimen on display in the British
Natural History Museum...It was a colossus weighing per-
haps 1,500 pounds.’” This, again, seems to have been one of
our enigmatic turtles.

Some specimens of this species were, so it seems, also
caught in other European waters. A turtle caught in June,
1648 off Marseille, France, was simply called monstrous.'®
Another one captured off Huelva, Spain, on July 31, 1970 by
A. Gonzalez Perez measured three metres in length,'' and
another one found near Mondragone (Dragon Mountain!)
near Napoli, Italy, in May 1985 also measured three metres.'?

What do we make of all this? There seem to be reports of
turtles larger (3-4 metres) or very much larger (medium-sized
whale to 60 feet) than the leatherback turtle from three
separate places in the Atlantic Ocean: the Caribbean, off
Canada and off Europe. All these places lie in the route of the
Gulf Stream and it is quite possible that this is their habitat.
They could be identical with a type of sea serpent that
Heuvelmans named ‘‘The-Father-of-the-Turtles,”” while
some of the 3 metre monsters could be oversized leather-
backs, but there is no chance to explain the animals of four
or more metres length so easily.

We seem to deal with a new species of giant marine animal,
perhaps predicted by Heuvelmans. We do not know much
about its behavior, but we have some idea of it’s habitat, and
it has a characteristic which distinguishes it from all other
hypothetical, 'unknown marine monsters, i.e. it can be
caught, and it has been caught. About half of the cases men-
tioned here are of captures and/or strandings. I think this is a
clue an enterprising marine biologist should follow. At the
moment, there may be another, one — in a turtle soup-
making factory!

A leaflet action, comparable to that made to find a second
coelacanth, could be started around the Canadian and British
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coasts. Some specimens were simply classified as leatherbacks

by biologists and then vanished, or monster-hunting teams 5.
concentrated on the elusive loch creatures instead of trying to
preserve a sea serpent that lay dead in front of their eyes, as in
the Mallaig case! This must not happen again. 8.
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SITUations
Some Bigfoot News
The “Yeti” Scalps

The small Buddhist monasteries in Khum-
jung and Pangboche possesses objects that
are touted as yeti scalps. Pangboche also has a
skeletal yeti hand. The scalps and hand can be
seen for a small donation.

Yeti is the local name for the abominable
snowman, variously described as a hairy
savage ape, a subhuman wild man of the
snows or a mountain demon that preys on
man and animal alike. One of the most in-
teresting theories is that yetis are evolved
descendants of the million-year-old Peking
Man, who fled to the inhospitable climate and
terrain of the high Himalayas to escape from
the predations of more advanced human
cousins.

Most experts believe that the vast majority
of yeti tracks and sightings can be attributed
to the Tibetan blue bear and the Assam gib-
bon. But many incidents remain unexplained,
and the yeti lives on in monastery murals
(there are some impressive ones at
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Thyangboche Monastery), religious scrolls,
recurring footprints and occasional sightings.
The Sherpas firmly believe in yetis, and so do
many Western mountaineers whose high
camps have been visited in the night by
mysterious creatures.

However, the evidence at Khumjung and
Pangboche is inconclusive. The skeletal hand
is meaningless to a layman. The scalps have
been examined in Europe, and the consensus
seems to be that they are hundred-year-old
frauds made from the hide of a serow, a wild
Himalayan goat.

SOURCE: Leonard R. Olsen, Jr., in The
Philadelphia Inquirer, PA 5/3/87
CREDIT: H. Hollander

The Littlest Yeti

A BBC television producer has returned
from the Himalayas with what may be a hair
from a yeti. Pelham Aldrich-Blake, who was
in Kashmir in March on a reconnaissance
trip for a Natural World program on Hima-
layan wildlife, was given the hair — which is
three inches long, fine and reddish — by an
official of the state’s wildlife department.

The official, Mr. Riyaz Qazi, a forest eco-

logist, also showed him videotaped interviews
with villagers who claim to have seen the
animal that it came from. The hair has been
sent for analysis, first, by a simple comparison
with hairs of known animals. If this is in-
conclusive, it could be further analyzed for its
molecular make-up, something that, if it
doesn’t actually identify the animal, might at
least point to its nearest relatives.

The chief witness is a 17-year-old youth
from a village in northern Kashmir — at, by
yeti standards, the rather low altitude of 9,000
feet. Wearing his cloak and carrying a fire-pot
— a small, round clay pot with embers inside
and a wicker casing outside — the youth step-
ped out of his house at about 9:30 p.m. on a
night in late January and was attacked by a
strong, hairy creature about four feet tall and
standing on two legs.

The youth swung the fire-pot at it and hit
it, and it made a high-pitched squeal and ran
away. Two other villagers reported that they
heard the squeal, looked out of their windows
(the night was moonlit and there was snow on
the ground) and not only saw it fleeing on two
legs (a langur monkey would have run on
four) but saw it jump a ditch in the same way
a man would.
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The story made the local newspaper, and
when Qazi — a university science graduate
with a deep interest in Himalayan wildlife —
investigated, he discovered that 10 days
earlier, in two villages about 100 mountainous
miles to the west, an animal answering the
same description had been seen, after waking
people up by making the same high-pitched
squeals.

He then examined the basket-work on the
youth’s fire-pot and found a cluster of 18
fine, red hairs. One of these he later gave to
Aldrich-Blake, was was visiting Qazi’s office
in the course of his reconnaissance.

Aldrich-Blake makes several observations.
The sightings occurred a good deal west of the
usual yeti sightings, west even of Tony Wool-
dridge’s last year (see BBC Wildlife,
September 1986), and the animal is much
smaller than the ones in other reports — much
more like the smaller of the two versions that
often turn up in traditional Chinese ‘wildman’
stories.

The local dialect contains words for such an
animal. The witnesses know what all of the
other animals in the area look like and swear
that it wasn’t any of them.

Besides, the youth was ‘‘grappled with,”’
not clawed or bitten. And the hair appears to
be too fine to belong to most local animals
and too light in color to belong to any local
humans, all of whom have black hair. Qaz is
a scientist and is skeptical.

If analysis finds that the hair belongs to a
known species, nothing is proven one way or
another, only that that species’ hair somehow
found their way to the youth’s fire-pot. If it
turns out to be unknown — that, as they say,
could be very interesting.

SOURCE: BBC Wildlife, England
5/87
CREDIT: Janet & Colin Bord via COUD—I

Creature Seen in Derry Twp.

A large humanoid, ape-like creature,
similar to Bigfoot, standing eight to nine feet
tall, has been sighted by several residents in
the Derry Township Village of Gray Station,
Penn.

Reports of the sightings have been cir-
culating through the area recently and Stan
Gordon of the Pennsylvania Association for
the Study of the Unexplained (PASU) today
confirmed that such a creature has been seen
in the area.

The first reported encounter with the
creature was Dec. 13 in Gray Station when,
according to Gordon, alocal man was coming
out of the woods at about dusk. The man
reported that a heavy object was thrown at
him, falling in front of his feet. The object
was thought to be a railroad tie or a large
piece of wood.

The man looked up and saw a large, ape-
like creature blocking the path. The creature
was described as standing eight to nine feet
tall, with a large head, wide shoulders, long
arms hanging past its knees, and long hair. Its
eyes appeared to be far apart and it was stan-
ding upright.
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Gordon’s records indicate the man and the
creature stared at each other until the creature
turned, stooped and ran back into the woods.

The man, whom Gordon did not identify,
has been a woodsman for many years and was
quite shaken by the incident.

The creature, according to Gordon, is very
similar to a bigfoot-type animal that has been
seen in the area since 1973.

““It’s a yearly thing,”” Gordon emphasized,
noting that similar reports are turned in to
PASU every year. He cited an incident which
occurred in February of 1985 in the Chestnut
Ridge above Derry, where large footprints,
measuring 17 inches long by nine inches wide,
were trailed through the woods.

Those footprints, he estimated, belonged to
a creature that weighed from 450 to 600
pounds and stood about eight feet tall. His
estimation was based on the depth of the
prints in the snow and the stride. Gordon
noted that there were no other tracks in the
area.

The most recently reported sightings started
in October in Unity Township, according to
Gordon, when a property owner noticed that
his new electric fence kept getting broken
down. In one instance he found a large set of
footprints near the fence.

A cast of the footprints made by PASU in-
dicated that the prints were similar to a cast
made in 1973 in Greensburg during the first
bigfoot wave in the county. The prints were
13 inches long by eight inches wide.

People in that area of Unity Township
reported hearing unusual screams at night,
and unusual sounds, said Gordon, and rab-
bits and cats with broken necks were found,
though there were no sightings of the
creature.

“‘Quite often we hear similar reports in
areas where such incidents occur,”’ he said.

The creature was sighted several times in
Gray Station in December, with more recent
sightings occurring in February.

Two men in a car reported seeing a similar
creature near a creek in the same area of Gray
Station at 2:30 a.m. one day.

““Others have seen it,”’ said Gordon, accor-
ding to the second-hand reports he has heard,
‘‘but they are reluctant to discuss it for fear of
being ridiculed.”

In February, in the same general area,
another man had a clear view of the creature
at 2 a.m. as he was driving home, and saw it
in front of his car. He said he saw it clearly in
the headlights, according to Gordon’s files.

The reaction of pets in the area also may in-
dicate that there was some type of animal near
the town. Gordon said pets act unusually and
are sometimes frightened by it.

He said that although there have never been
any documented cases on Bigfoot, hundreds
of sightings have been reported and
catalogued throughout Pennsylvania. He em-
phasized that the creature has never hurt any
humans, though it seems to be curious about
them, and it runs off when it’s seen.

He urges people who have sighted the
creature to contact PASU at 6 Oakhill Ave.,
Greensburg, or to call 838-7768 when a

sighting occurs. All records will remain con-
fidential, according to Gordon, and persons
may call PASU at the above number 24 hours
a day.

PASU is a volunteer statewide scientific
research group which investigates incidents
such as UFO and bigfoot sightings.
SOURCE: Bulletin, Latrobe, PA

3/5/87
CREDIT: Stan Gordon

Loggers Swear They Saw
‘Large’ Bigfoot in Sierra County

Three frightened loggers have filed a report
with the Sierra County Sheriff’s Department
describing their encounter with a creature they
said was Bigfoot.

Claude Dudley, Tommy Ruffing and Lee
Janet III, all itinerant loggers, reported they
were at a picnic area on Highway 89 between
Truckee and Sierraville when they began hear-
ing screeching, squawking noises at dusk Fri-
day, said Sgt. Joe Mosley. Several minutes
later, as they brewed coffee, they saw what
they described as an upright animal between 9
and 10 feet tall coming toward them.

‘It was this large, hairy burnt-black anim-
al walking on its hind legs,”” Mosley said the
trio told him.

When it saw them, it ran away toward Pro-
sser Lake, knocking over a small tree in its
path, Mosley said.

Around 400 feet separated the men from
the creature, said Gary Horn, a California
Fish and Game Department warden who con-
ducted an investigation of the area Saturday.

" The men estimated that the animal moved
with a S5-foot stride, crossing Highway 89 in
two steps.

““One guy told me, ‘Two strides was
enough for me. I packed up my grub and got
the hell out,’’’ Horn said.

The loggers drove directly to Sierraville,
where they reported the incident to Mosley.
The site is in a remote area of California, near
the Nevada border.

‘““Those guys were stone-cold sober. They
were actually serious about this, and so scared
that they wouldn’t go back up to the camp-
ground. They slept in their vehicle right in
Sierraville,”” Mosley said.

Mosley contacted Horn, who returned to
the site of the sighting with the three men
Saturday. They used a dog trained to track
bear and deer, but found no physical evidence
to verify the presence of such a creature, Horn
said.

““They very obviously did see something ...
but we were unable to come up with anything
at all other than their belief in what they
saw,”’ said Horn.

The incident is the first report in several
years of Bigfoot sighting in the northern
Sierra, Mosley said. A similar creature was
reported about 10 years ago in Nevada Coun-
ty near the western Sierra County line, he
said.

SOURCE: Examiner, San Francisco, CA
4/29/87
CREDIT: W. Thompson
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The Chinese Discovery of America

by Maurice Chatelain
© 1986 Maurice Chatelain

Scientists had noticed for some time that several Indian
tribes living in the western parts of Canada, the United States,
and Mexico, showed all the physical characteristics of the
Asiatic race. They thought that their ancestors had probably
crossed the Bering Strait on foot twenty thousand years ago,
during the last ice age, when the ocean level was much lower
than it is now. The strait was then an isthmus more than a
thousand miles wide with a temperate climate, because the
North Pole was then in the middle of Hudson Bay and
therefore twice as far from the isthmus as it is now.

However, we should not assume that the Asiatic migration
stopped when the sea level rose again following the melting of
the polar ice cap, and when the isthmus became a strait again.
Asiatic tribes then crossed in boats, carried by the warm cir-
cular current which goes north along the Kamchatka penin-
sula and the Kourile islands, then along the Aleutian islands
to Alaska. It seems very likely that the sea route was always
used by relatively civilized Asiatic tribes, while the land route
was probably used for only a few thousand years and by
more primitive tribes which still had no boats.

Only fifty years past,the oldest American man was believed
to be the Folsom man who lived twelve thousand years ago,
and whose remains were discovered in 1925. Then in 1930 ar-
cheologists discovered the Sandia man who lived twenty thou-
sand years ago. More recently, they discovered the Del Mar
man and the San Bernardino man, two Californians who
were living fifty thousand years ago. Now, it is believed that
Southern California and Mexico have been inhabited for
more than one hundred thousand years by relatively civilized
people who were living on fish and shellfish, like those who
were living four hundred thousand years ago in Terra Amata
on the French Riviera, and whose remains were recently
discovered by accident, in the middle of the city of Nice dur-
ing excavations made for the construction of a large building.

The theory that the American continent could have been
first discovered by Chinese explorers almost five thousand
years ago is about two hundred years old. A French scientist
named Joseph de Guignes published in 1761 a study called
‘“Research on Chinese navigation in the direction of
America.”” Then, another French scientist, Gustave
d’Eichthal in 1865, published a study called ‘‘Research on the
Buddhist origins of the American civilization.”” Of course,
these revolutionary theories were not accepted by the
academic world of that time, with the exception of another
French scientist named Gordon who, himself, published a
study on the same subject with the same conclusions.

Finally, about fifty years ago, the Mexican government
became interested and asked several American universities to
do some research and try to find out if there was any truth in
these theories. For that purpose, it was necessary to start all
over again with an investigation of the most ancient Chinese
manuscripts and then to try to discover on the American con-
tinent the geographic sites described with fantastic precision
in these manuscripts. The whole story of that investigation
has been described in detail in a very interesting book by
Henriette Mertz first published in 1953 and again in 1975."
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The discovery of the American continent by Chinese ex-
plorers actually occurred in two steps; the first with four dif-
ferent expeditions around the year 2250 B.C. and the second
with several expeditions from 458 to 499 in our present A.D.
calendar.

The first period of exploration is described in a Chinese
chronicle called ‘““The classic of the seas and mountains”
whose fourth volume ‘The classics of the eastern
mountains,”’ is divided into four sections. These sections
describe four different expeditions to the western part of the
American continent, which was considered to be the eastern
mountains by the Chinese explorers, as though the Pacific
Ocean was just a big lake between China and California.
These classics were written by the famous Yu at the request of
Emperor Shun who was ruling China 4250 years ago accor-
ding to the Chinese chronology.

The second period of exploration is described in another
chronicle called ‘‘Fusang or the kingdom of women.”’ It was
written by a Buddhist monk named Hui Shan who told his
story to the court of the Emperor when he returned from his
expedition to America in 499 A.D. We shall describe this ex-
pedition first, because it is the one that has the best chance of
being accepted some day by official scientists, since it occur-
red during the Christian era.

The Buddhist monk Hui Shan does not tell us anything
about his point of departure in China, or how he managed to
reach the American continent, but once there, he described
everything he saw with a fanstastic precision which allows us
to retrace his itinerary, by replacing the Chinese names he had
given to the geographic sites with those by which they are
known today. It is not very difficult to recognize the moun-
tains, lakes, and rivers, from the descriptions given by Hui
Shan of their vegetables, animals, and minerals, and to iden-
tify the distances between peaks from the distances in li
measurement as traveled by the Hui Shan expedition. We
shall now describe these geographic sites.

For that purpose, we must first indicate the exact values in
meters or grams of the different measuring units used in
China at that time, and especially those of the li which plays
an important part in this chapter. Like most ancient civiliza-
tions, the Chinese people used two different feet, one from
which they had derived their units of length, and one from
which they had derived their units of volume, weight, and
coins.

Ancient measures of length were derived from a basic unit
of distance called li being 705 yards or 644.652 meters which
was divided into 1800 chi or feet of 358.140 millimeters.
Measures of volume, weight and coins were derived from a
different foot of 331.071 millimeters which was a fraction of
the polar circumference of the Earth of 40 million meters,
and whose cube of 36,288 cubic centimeters was an exact
fraction of the volume of the Earth estimated at 1088.640
billion billion cubic meters. That cubic foot corresponded to a
talent of 36,288 grams and to a tan of 60,480 grams. The tan
was divided into 1600 liang of 37.8 grams corresponding to a
gold or silver tael of the same weight, or into 600 grains of 63
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milligrams used to weigh rare metals and precious stones.

While working on Chinese units of weight, I made an in-
teresting discovery about the number 2268 which I have
already mentioned several times before in a previous PUR-
SUIT article.? If we imagine a standard weight of 2268 grams
which has probably existed a long time ago, it would exactly
represent five British pounds or eighty ounces, which is a
strange coincidence, but it would also represent sixty liang or
tael of 37.8 grams which is an even stranger coincidence. And
I now think that those British religious fanatics who are look-
ing for traces of their Biblical ancestors in the dimensions of
the Great Pyramid might have a better chance to find them in
China.

This discovery is very important for me, primarily because
this is the first time that I have found units of weight or coins
that seem to have been derived from the sacred number 2268,
and also because this seems to establish a solid connection
between the Chinese civilization on one side, and the
Sumerian, Egyptian, and Mexican civilizations, on the other
side. How could one otherwise explain why the British pound
has the same weight as twelve Chinese taels, or two ounces as
fifteen Chinese chiens, or seventy British grains as seventy-
two Chinese grains, or even why a Chinese li has the same
length as 705 British yards? While I must apologize for this
lengthy discussion of Chinese units, it is necessary to establish
the exact length of the Chinese li. From now on, the distances
will be indicated in li equaling 644.652 meters or 705 British
yards. _

Hui Shan’s Expedition (about 498 A.D.)

Returning to Hui Shan, it is almost certain that he landed
at Point Hueneme in California, between Santa Barbara and
Los Angeles — an excellent harbor well sheltered by several
offshore islands. Then, going east from that point for 300 li,
Hui Shan arrived at the San Gorgonio Peak next to Big Bear
Lake, and after another 300 li in the direction of Cottonwood
Pass, he arrived in Blythe on the banks of the Colorado river.
That region is covered with ancient petroglyphs and huge
drawings of men and horses on the ground, which could have
been made by Hui Shan or his predecessors.

From Blythe, Hui Shan journeyed east for 500 li in the
direction of Baker Butte to arrive at the edge of Mogollon
Mesa where he found gold, silver, copper, lead and zinc, in
large quantities. From there he went northeast for 500 li
through the Painted Desert where he found uranium deposits,
and in the direction of Pastora Peak where he found more
uranium and even vanadium. He then traveled south for 500
li in the direction of Greens Peak where he found more gold,
silver, and copper. He then went south for another 500 li in
the direction of Animas Peak where he found still more gold,
silver, copper, lead, and zinc.

From Animas Peak, Hui Shan traveled south for 600 li in
the direction of Chihuahua, Mexico, where he found enor-
mous deposits of gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc, and mer-
cury, over another north-south distance of 600 li. From there,
he only had to go southwest for another 600 li to arrive in
Puerto Vallarta where he was expected by the Chinese fleet
that had sailed down the coast from Point Hueneme, with the
northerly wind which is still blowing today most of the time,
and from where he sailed back to China with the easterly
winds and currents which are still there today.

It is a strange coincidence that the Mexican population of
that region shows very definite asiatic characteristics which
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could indicate that Chinese sailors came there often and
stayed for long periods of time, while waiting for their com-
panions who were exploring the country on foot. A similar
situation occurred more recently, in Villefranche on the
French Riviera, and in Naples in Italy, when the American
fleet was permanently stationed there and where the children
in the streets looked much more American than Mediterran-
ean.

Anyway, there is no doubt that Hui Shan actually followed
that route fifteen hundred years ago, because he gave us
many details that fit perfectly with the characteristics of that
region today. Moreover, he said that he journeyed over a
distance of 4400 li or 2836 kms which corresponds almost ex-
actly to that of 2900 kms that can be measured on the map. It
would be fastidious to give here all the details of his trip but it
might be interesting to show a few examples of the precision
of his descriptions.

Hui Shan had certainly seen the Grand Canyon of the Col-
orado river which he calls ‘‘the great luminous canyon’’ and
of which he says “‘I saw the place where the Sun was born,”’
which are two remarkable descriptions of the Canyon in
moonlight and at sunrise. He also says that the natives of that
region used to build circular houses half buried in the ground,
with walls made of clay bricks baked in the sun and an en-
trance tunnel to protect them from the heat.

And it just happens that archeologists discovered, in 1947,
twenty-one of these circular brick houses with an entrance
tunnel and a diameter of ten meters which could very well
represent 28 Chinese chi. Their age has been estimated at
almost two thousand years, which means that they could have
been built by the Chinese explorers or have already been there
when they arrived. Moreover the Kivas, or circular
astronomical temples of New Mexico that we have mentioned
before', were built with the same principles, where the clay
removed to dig the hole was used to make the bricks for the
construction of the walls.

According to Hui Shan, that region was called ‘‘the king-
dom of women.”” Now it just happens that the Hopi and
Pueblo Indians of that region have a matriarchal social
system where all the traditions and personal property are
transmitted only by women, and where the brother of a
woman is more important to her than her husband. It is
therefore very likely that Hui Shan reached the Little Col-
orado river which is the cradle of the Hopi Indians as well as
an important mining center of uranium and vanadium.

Hui Shan also tells us that these people used to eat the red
pear-shaped fruits of a remarkable plant looking like bamboo
which he calls Fusang. This is a perfect description of the
kernel of ancient red corn, thousands of which have been
found in ancient graves of that region and estimated to be
about five thousand years old. There is thus little doubt that
Hui Shan has really visited California, Arizona, and New
Mexico, about fifteen hundred years ago.

It seems difficult to believe that his story was only a coinci-
dence, because Hui Shan was not the first Chinese explorer to
have landed on the American continent during the Christian
era. Chinese chronicles also tell us that five Buddhist monks
were there forty years before him in 458 with their books and
artifacts, to evangelize the Indians, but nobody knows exactly
where they went or when they returned to China. Anyway
they were not the first ones either, and we now arrive at the
first Chinese discovery of America.
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A Look at the Evidence
Chinese history is now rather well known in the western
world. It is supposed to have started in - 2852 with the
Emperor Fusi who is credited with the invention of the
Chinese alphabet which now comprises 49,000 different
characters. After several little-known emperors, the date of
- 2250 is generally attributed to the accession to the throne of

Shun who succeeded Yao after serving him for thirty years,.

and who was succeeded in - 2205 by his prime minister Yu,
after three years of mourning and meditation.

The first Chinese expedition on the American continent
was ordered by Yu under the reign of Shun, but it was only
when he became emperor that Yu ordered the details of the
expedition to be recorded in writing and learned in schools
under the name of ‘‘Shan Hai King’’ or ‘‘Classics of the seas
and mountains.’’ This text is now considered to be the oldest
geography book in the world and the oldest description of the
western part of the American continent. It is almost as old as
the oldest Sumerian cuneiform tablets which are now believed
to be nearly six thousand years old.

In her book, Henriette Mertz does not seem to have
discovered the real reason why such expensive expeditions
had been launched by Chinese emperors on the American
continent, on the other side of the largest ocean in the world.
She assumes that -the main purpose of these expeditions was
the conversion to Buddhism of the primitive tribes living at
that time on the western coast of the American continent. Of
course it could have been one of the reasons or at least an ex-
cuse, as for the conquest of Latin America by the Spaniards
in the name of Christ, but with the difference that the Chinese
explorers were peaceful people who did not kill the natives to
convert them faster. But that was not the main reason. The
real purpose of these expeditions was the search for new
sources of rare metals and precious stones, like gold or jade
for example.

When I was trying to find on the map the different rivers
and mountains indicated by Henriette Mertz, I could only
find a few of them and had to look in a new atlas published
by Hammond where each state of the Union was represented
by three maps, one political, one physical, and one
economical which indicated the principal mineral resources of
that state. It was a revelation, because these maps showed
that the different itineraries of the Chinese explorers had
passed through the principal mining centers of the west coast
of the North American continent. That explained why the
Chinese explorers were so much interested in the rivers and
mountains where most mineral deposits generally can be
found, instead of traveling in the valleys which would have
been much easier and where they could have found more
natives to be converted to Buddhism. Now everything makes
sense and we know why the Chinese explorers sailed across
the Pacific ocean to discover America.

The Chinese discovery of America could also explain why
the Mexican and Mayan calendars were so much similar to
those of the Chinese and Egyptian astronomers. Of course
they were all watching the same astronomical phenomena but
to calculate their cycles, they were always using the same
numbers of days which were multiples of the same sacred
numbers like seven, thirteen, or seventy-three for example.
The Egyptian and Chinese astronomers were using periods of
364 or 365 days for the solar year of 365.242 days, and
periods of 584 or 585 days for the synodic cycle of Venus of
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583.921 days. The same numbers have been discovered in the
Dresden Codex of the Mayas as well as in the dimensions of
the Mayan and Mexican temples.

By using, for example, the number 73, a calendar of 2920
days would represent eight years or five Venus cycles, and
with the numbers seven and thirteen, a calendar of 16,380
days would represent 45 years or 28 Venus cycles. Ancient
astrologers on both sides of the Pacific ocean also used their
calendars for the prediction of periodic catastrophes to occur
on the surface of the Earth, like the one which was predicted
for 2 November 1982 in a Chinese catastrophic calendar
which has been recently discovered. Remember the fantastic
storm and tidal wave of 5 November 1982 which destroyed
houses, boats and marinas all over the west coast of Califor-
nia, from San Francisco to San Diego. But let us now
describe the first four Chinese expeditions in America.
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The First Expedition (about 2250 B.C.)

The first Chinese expedition on the American continent
landed in Glacier Bay in Canada, in the southwestern point of
the Yukon territory, at the foot of Fairweather Mount. There
the explorers found large quantities of gold and precious
stones like those that were to be found later in 1898 by the
miners of the gold rush. They also found herds of elk, moose,
and reindeer, that are still there today in that beautiful coun-
try.

The explorers then sailed down the coast for 800 li through
the Alexander archipelago and arrived at the foot of Kates
Needle where they found lots of plums and peaches, which is
still true today, thanks to the warm current flowing from the
Kamchatka peninsula, which was probably warmer at that
time.

Then they sailed south for 500 li and arrived in Prince
Rupert Bay at the foot of the Seven Sisters, where they found
sleeping fish of excellent flavor which must have been seals
sleeping on the rocks. After sailing another 700 li, they
entered the Queen Charlotte strait next to Vancouver island,
at the foot of Mount Waddington where they found nothing
but sand.

Our explorers then sailed southeast for one thousand li and

arrived at the strait of Juan de Fuca, at the foot of Mount

Olympus where again they found nothing but sand and rocks.
Sailing south for 700 li, they entered the Columbia river and
arrived at the foot of Mount Hood, where again they found
lots of plums and peaches as well as mushrooms, with elk and
deer. In the Columbia river, which they called the Jade river,
they found salmon which is still there today.

Leaving the coast, they sailed up the Willamette river for
500 li and, after walking in the sand for 500 li, they arrived in
California at the foot of Mount Shasta which is now believed
by some to be a landing site for extraterrestrial visitors. There
they found no grass or trees but enormous snakes and a few
precious stones. They saw Klamath lake and falls where they
found tortoises and huge carp that were almost six feet long.
It is easy to understand their enthusiasm for that region which
has become a very popular camping and fishing resort.

Then after sailing south along the coast for 800 li, they ar-
rived at the south end of San Francisco Bay at the foot of
Mount Hamilton. There they found grass and trees, as well as
large quantities of gold and precious stones, which was still
true in 1849 during the gold rush.

It should be noticed that they were very much interested in
grass and trees, which they never failed to mention. That
seems to indicate that they were traveling with horses and
mules that had to be fed and protected against the sun during
the day, and against the cold and humidity during the night.
It is the presence of such small details in the Chinese
chronicles that makes them look still alive after four thousand
years and proves beyond any doubt that those who wrote
these chronicles had really been there at that time.

From San Francisco, the explorers sailed south for 500 li
along the coast and landed in Morro Bay. From there, they
traveled south in the sand for 300 li to the foot of Mount San-
ta Ines. They saw the Santa Barbara Channel which is well
protected by several large islands, and discovered corn fields
which they called Fusang. They ate the red pear-shaped corn
cobs and found them delicious, exactly like Hui Shan almost
three thousand years later. That was the end of the first
Chinese expedition on the American continent, when they
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discovered that the west coast was a real terrestrial paradise
whose climate and plants were very similar to those of
southern China from where they had come.

The explorers had traveled a distance of 6300 li along their
itinerary plus 540 li for side trips, which represents a total of
6840 li or 4410 kms. That distance is about 30% longer than
the distance measured on the map along straight lines,
which is normal since the explorers had to follow the contours
of rivers and must have rounded the distances. As one can
see, there can be no doubt that the Chinese explorers had real-
ly traveled from Fairweather Mount in Canada to Mount
Santa Ines in California four thousand years ago.

The Second Expedition

The second Chinese expedition was much shorter, possibly
because we only know a part of it. The explorerslanded in the
strait of Juan de Fuca which they already knew and arrived
at the foot of Mount Rainier. Then they traveled south for
300 li and arrived at the foot of Mount Hood where they
found no grass or trees but the Columbia river which supplied
them with shrimp, eels, and salmon. They traveled south for
320 li and arrived at Bachelor Butte where they found gold
and silver as well as beautiful emeralds in the Squaw river
nearby. Walking south for 300 li, they arrived at the foot of
Quartz Mountain and found the Sprague river where there
was no grass Or trees or even precious stones, but beautiful
quartz crystals and a strange kind of long fish.

Then they traveled south for 200 li and arrived at Eagle
Peak where they found the Pit river which flows north before
flowing west, just like they say. There they found gold and
precious stones, as well as eels, snails, and boars which for
them was the sign of a good year for cereals. They traveled
southeast for another 200 li and arrived at Granite Peak
where they found a creek with big flying trout, which for
them was a sign of severe drought in the future.

From there they traveled northeast for another 200 li and
arrived at Trident Peak where they found gold and precious
stones. This area is the largest known deposit of opals in the
world where since, an opal of 533 grams was discovered in
Virgin Valley, and where gold, mercury and uranium can also
still be found.

Then our explorers traveled east for 200 li and arrived at
Mason Peak which they called the Copper Mountain. This
seems to have been the end of their land exploration. They
found large quantities of gold and precious stones in the
Owyhee river that flows north into the Snake river which is a
tributary of the Columbia river, and they probably went
home that way, but they do not tell us.

They could also have returned home through Granite
Peak, Lake Tahoe, and San Joaquin Valley, where they
would have found large quantities of metals such as gold,
silver, copper, lead, zinc, mercury, and tungsten, and all
kinds of precious stones. According to the chronicle, they had
traveled from Mount Rainier to Mason Peak over a distance
of 1720 li or 1100 kms, the exact distance that can be
measured on the map, probably because that time they made
no side trips.

The Third Expedition
The chronicles of the third Chinese expedition on the
American continent started in Wyoming, at the junction of
the Platte and Sweetwater rivers whose water the explorers
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describe as very good to drink, which proves that we are on
the right track. Starting from Green Mountain, they traveled
south for 300 li and arrived at Medicine Bow Peak where they
found gold and precious stones, which is still true.

Traveling south for another 300 li, they arrived in Col-
orado at the foot of Longs Peak, where they found gold and
precious stones, as well as beautiful green jade which can still
be found there. Archeologists now believe that the best quali-
ty of jade artifacts discovered in Mayan ruins was brought to
Yucatan from that particular area in Colorado several thou-
sand years ago.

From there the explorers traveled south for another 300 li
and arrived at the foot of Mount Lincoln where they found
no grass or trees. They traveled south for another 300 li and
arrived at Blanca Peak where again they found no grass or
trees, but the Huerfano river which was full of huge fish
several feet long, with a large mouth, yellow gills and green
backs, like those they used to catch in the Yang Tse in China,
which shows that they came from southern China.

After traveling south for 400 li they arrived at Truchas
Park which is the highest mountain in New Mexico and where
they found gold, precious stones and flintstone, which they
used to make sharp knives like their European cousins. That
area is still famous for its wealth in gold, turquoise, jadeite,
and quartz crystal. There they found the Pecos river with
abundant fish, grass, and trees.

Then they traveled south for 400 li and arrived at Manzano
Peak where they found more gold and precious stones. After
traveling 300 li south, they arrived at Sierra Blanca Peak
where there was plenty of water but no grass or trees. From
there, they traveled another 300 li and arrived at Guadalupe
Peak which is the highest mountain in Texas, and where they
found the Delaware river with gold, precious stones, and
abundant fish.

Another distance of 300 li south brought them to Eagle
Peak in the western point of Texas, where they found more
gold and precious stones. They finally traveled another 300 li
and arrived at the foot of Chinati Peak on the banks of the
Rio Grande, where they found no grass or trees, but large
quantities of jade and green jasper, as well as plants used for
the coloring of textiles. That was the end of the third Chinese
expedition on the American continent. The explorers had
traveled 3200 li or 2060 kms, which again is about 30% more
than the distance that can be measured on the map between
mountain peaks.

The Fourth Expedition

The fourth Chinese expedition started in Manitoba,
Canada, but the chronicle does not tell us how they arrived
there and we can assume that they took the usual route along
the coast of Alaska. They started from Mount Hart which is
the highest summit of that region, on the edge of Lake Win-
nipegosis whose description is so precise that there can be no
doubt about it. It also happens that this region is very rich in
metallic deposits such as gold, copper, lead, and zinc, and we
can understand why they were interested in that area.

From there they traveled south for 600 li and arrived at
Moose Mountain where they probably saw the famous
Medicine Wheel of Saskatchewan. There they found large
quantities of birds and animals of all kinds, which is still true
today, since the Canadian government has made a national
park of the area, to protect the birds and animals that have
been living there in peace for several thousand years. This in-
dicates that we are again on the right track.
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After traveling southwest for 400 li, the explorers arrived at
the junction of the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers at the
foot of Sioux Mountain. They say that these rivers are very
rich in mussels, some of which contained pearls, which is still
true today. As a matter of fact, there is nearby a Musselshell
river which flows into the Missouri and probably had that
name for 4000 years.

From Sioux Mountain, the explorers traveled south for 500
li along the Yellowstone river, and then for 300 li in sand
dunes, to arrive at the foot of the Hunt Mountain in Wyom-
ing, at the end of the Big Horn mountains, where they found
no grass or trees, but probably saw the famous Medicine
Wheel of Wyoming, an astronomical computer which must
be more than 4000 years old, like all the other megalithic
monuments that we have mentioned so far.

Then our explorers traveled south for 380 li and arrived at
the Big Horn Peak where they found nothing interesting.
They traveled another 380 li south and arrived at Medicine
Bow Peak at the southern end of Wyoming. There they
found several mountain creeks flowing east from the top into
the Laramie river as well as strange animals that looked like
rabbits, with a crow’s bill, an owl’s eyes, and a snake’s tail,
which is a perfect description of the opossum which can still
be found in that particular area.

The explorers then traveled south for 300 li and arrived at
Longs Peak where they found plenty of water but no grass or
trees. Another 300 li south brought them to Mount Harvard
where they found beautiful green jade and quartz crystal as
well as jadeite and turquoise, but also hugh snakes.

From there they traveled 300 li south and arrived at Sum-
mit Peak in southern Colorado, after crossing enormous sand
dunes which are now famous as a national monument. There
they saw ducks with long legs, which probably were whoop-

ing cranes known to fly over this region every year before-

nesting south in Texas. For them it was a sign of great literary
success, which was a pretty good prediction, since the story of
their expeditions has been a best-seller in China for more than
four thousand years, which certainly beats even the Bible.

After traveling south for 380 li, our explorers arrived at the
foot of Truchas Peak in New Mexico, then went southeast for
400 li and arrived at the foot of South Baldy Peak which is a
desert area. Another 3090 li brought them to Cooks Peak
where again there was nothing but sand and rocks. Then they
went another 300 li and arrived at the foot of Animas Peak
where they finally found large quantities of green jade, tur-
quoise, and quartz crystal, which alone could have justified
the whole expedition.

From Animas Peak, they traveled south for 600 li and ar-
rived at Madera Peak in the Mexican state of Chihuahua,
where they found gold and precious stones. Then they travel-
ed south for 600 li and arrived at Pachamic Peak which has
always been an important mining center for copper and other
metals.

From there they traveled south for 500 li and arrived at
Triangulo Peak where they found the Presidio river. Then
they only had to travel west for the last 300 li to arrive in
Mazatlan which was the end of their expedition and their
point of departure for sailing back to China.

Our Chinese explorers had traveled 6840 li or 4410 kms
from Canada to Mexico, which again is about 30% more
than the distance on the map. They had managed to travel
four thousand years ago along the most difficult region of the
North American continent, following an almost perfect
north-south line, with a longitude difference of only six
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degrees, and a latitude difference of thirty degrees represen-
ting on twelfth of the circumference of the Earth.

And still, they tell us the story of their expeditions in a
casual manner, as if it were perfectly normal and they never
had any trouble, disease, or even accident. They never say
anything about their contacts with the local tribes, which they
would certainly have done if the purpose of their expeditions
had been the conversion of these tribes to the Buddhist
religion.

When we consider the total distance traveled, we arrive at
the enormous distance of 18,000 li which represents 12,000
kms or 7,500 miles, about three times the width of the United
States. Some might think that the whole story could have
been invented by some genius with a fantastic imagination,
but there is no doubt that the story of these expeditions is ab-
solutely authentic, and that it really happened more than four
thousand years ago.

More Evidence and Analyses

Since we now know that Chinese explorers came to the
American continent four thousand years ago and probably
establshed permanent colonies in several mining areas, it
might be interesting to know what was happening in China at
that time. Like most other civilizations, the Chinese had a
megalithic period called the Yang Chao culture which has left
us dolmens, menhirs, and passage graves like those existing in
Europe. The first of these monuments were discovered in
1909 by the French explorers Chavannes and Segalen, but
research is still going on and new discoveries are made from
time-to-time.

That megalithic period was followed by the contruction of
enormous earthen pyramids as those of Han Tchao and Han
Kiao, and especially that of Houang which is the fourth
largest in the world after those of Cholula, Cheops, and
Chephren. That huge pyramid had an original volume of
forty-two millions of prehistoric cubic feet of 360 mm on
each side, or 1,959,552 cubic meters, which is the exact
number of the Nineveh Constant expressed in seconds and
could indicate a connection between the Chinese and
Sumerian civilizations. That volume represents 756/1000 of
that of Cheops or 864/1000 of that of Chephren, which
proves once again that all the pyramids were proportional to
each other and probably had a common origin a very long
time ago. The pyramid of Houang had a height of 52 meters
and a base of 360 meters, with a base area of 13 hectares or 32
acres, more than twice that of the Pyramid of Cheops.

There even exists in China, in the Sechouan province, a
Mexican pyramid with three steps, that of Yang Tse Shan,
which is more than three thousand years old, with three hugh
brick stairways on each one of its four faces, and a temple on
top like the Mexican cousins. The total volume of that
pyramid has been estimated at 108,000 cubic meters or 1/24
of that of the Great Pyramid.

Similar but smaller earthen pyramids have been discovered
on the Polynesian island of Rapa south of Tahiti, between
China and South America, which must have been on the
route of the Chinese explorers. Easter Island which is called
Rapa Nui by the Polynesians, must also have been on that
route, because many religious figurines have been found
there, whose dimensions are exact fractions of ancient
Chinese measuring units, and many characters of the rongo-
rongo alphabet, discovered on wooden tablets on that island
and still not deciphered, present a strange similarity with the
Chinese alphabet.
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Chinese Astronomical Instruments for the Observation of Circumpolar Stars

I - 2250

® MERAK
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One might then wonder how Chinese sailors could navigate
across the Pacific ocean several thousand years ago without
compass, sextant, or chronometer. We must remember that
they were the first to discover the magnetic compass and to
use it for navigation a long time ago. They had also invented
a marvelous navigation instrument generally made of jade,
which gave them the exact position of the North pole, from
which they could determine their latitude.

That instrument was made ofajade tube whose interior and
two external extremities were cylindrical, while the middle of
the external part was square so that it could be lined up on
one side with the horizon. On one extremity of that tube was
placed a jade disk with a circular hole in the middle, in such a
way that the disk could turn around the tube. When looking
through that instrument in the direction of the north, and
placing the edge of the disk between certain known stars, the
polar star of that time was seen tangent to the inner circle
while the actual north pole was in the center of that circle.
The successive positions of the polar star in the inner circle
and those of the circumpolar stars around the disk indicated
the hours of the night.

Once the exact position of the north pole was known, the
latitude could be computed with special astronomical tables.
At the time of the first Chinese expeditions in - 2250, the nor-
thpole was at sixty degrees from its present position, with
respect to the axis of the ecliptic, and the polar star was
Thuban of the Dragon constellation, which was almost exact-
ly in the direction of the north pole of the Earth at that time.
That star was not difficult to find because it was in the middle
between Alkad of the Big Bear and Kochab of the Small
Bear. But one thousand years later the polar star was Kochab
which was at seven degrees from the pole, and it was
necessary to make the inner circle much larger to have a
sighting angle of fourteen degrees. On the other hand, by
making the outer ring of the disk two and half times larger
than the inner circle or thirty-five degrees, the rim was exactly
surrounded by ten different known stars so that it could be
perfectly oriented.

Much later, the disk was improved and became the Suanchi
which was a remarkable astronomical instrument. There were
two almost perpendicular lines, one of which was lined up
with the horizon while the other indicated the line of the
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equinoxes. There were three large notches on the outer rim,
120 degrees apart, which indicated the twelve hours of the
night just by turning the disk into four different and perpen-
dicular positions. Still later, smaller notches were made where
some stars could be sighted and followed during the night.

The questions of latitude and polar position being settled,
we still have to find out how the Chinese sailors could deter-
mine their longitude without a chronometer. It is very simple
and I have already explained it in a previous book.® They
computed their longitude by the time interval between sunset
and moonrise, which is different on the same day at two dif-
ferent places on the Earth, and which increases by fifty
minutes every day at the same place.

If, for example, the Moon rises ten minutes after sunset in
a certain place, it will rise fifteen minutes after sunset in a
place located thirty-six degrees to the west, and so on. All one
needs to determine his longitude is a table computed in ad-
vance, indicating the interval between sunset and moonrise
for every day of the year, at the location selected as longitude
zero. The difference between the interval indicated in the
table for that day, and the interval measured in any particular
point at the same latitude, indicates the longitude difference
at the rate of three degrees for every twenty-five seconds of
difference, which can be measured with special hour glasses.

As one can see, our Chinese ancestors could navigate
across the oceans several thousand years ago, knowing their
approximate latitude and longitude, as well as the local time
and the exact position of the pole. Since on the other hand
they could utilize the winds and currents that were going in
the direction of their destination, there seems to be no reason
why they could not have explored the American continent
from Canada to Mexico almost five thousand years ago, and
have written the detailed story of their expeditions, which has
become the oldest best-seller in the world.
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On Physical Concomitant Phenomena
Of Teleportation

by Luis Schonherr

ABSTRACT

This paper deals with two possible concomitant
phenomena or physical side effects that had to be expected if
a body or — more generally and more cautiously expressed
— an air-displacing physical ‘‘something”” would in an
oscillatory motion disappear from and reappear within our
three-dimensional space by a shift into or from a higher
dimension. Two cases of UFO entities or apparitions are ex-
amined here. The reported visual and acoustic attendant ef-
fects in both cases tend to corroborate the idea that, incredi-
ble as it might appear, the observed apparitions must have
had some degree of objective, physical reality. The reader
must be reminded, however, that the validity of this conclu-
sion depends on whether the alleged phenomena have been
observed and reported correctly.

INTRODUCTION

In a paper previously published in PURSUIT, Mr. Daniel
Eden presented an interesting model for what he called short-
range teleportation. According to this model, physical bodies
could by-pass obstacles in three-dimensional space by an
oscillation whose amplitude reaches into a higher dimension
(barrier oscillation). Thus, a body could render the impres-
sion as if it was penetrating closed doors, walls, etc. In the
paper Mr. Eden claims the Andreasson UFO case as a possi-
ble verification of his model. This case, which is an extremely
complex one, began on January 25, 1967 in the New England
town of South Ashburnham. In the evening, after supper, a
group of four so-called UFO entities moved through the clos-
ed kitchen door into Mrs. Andreasson’s home. There is a
sketch of this process, provided by Mrs. Andreasson depict-
ing the entitites as a series of multiple images moving through
the door in single file. Betty Andreasson said, ‘“They came in
like follow-the-leader.... They are starting to come through
the door now...right through the wood, one right after the
other.”” And the caption to the sketch reads: “...They ‘moved
in a jerky motion, leaving a vapory image behind’....”

Recently, Mr. Eden renewed his claim, adding in some
other cases, among them the British case of Mrs. Cynthia Ap-
pleton of 1957 and an out-of-the-body experience reported by
the psychic Robert Monroe.*

Although Mr. Eden is very cautious in all his claims, I
would like to point out, that the agreement between his short-
range teleportation model and the reported characteristics in
the Andreasson and Appleton cases is even greater than he
himself seems to realize. The corroborating attendant
phenomena I’'m referring to are condensation and sound:

CONDENSATION

If a physical body disappears from three-dimensional space
into a higher dimension it won’t go somewhere within the
three dimensions. It would disappear on the spot. Inevitably
it would leave a vacuum behind, if only for an infinitely short
moment, because this empty space would immediately be fill-
ed up by the surrounding air. By the expansion into the
vacuum the air would cool off and if there is enough moisture
in the air (preferably if the humidity is near the saturation
point) it would condense and form a vapory image of the
now-gone body. And this is exactly what Betty Andreasson
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told the investigators. There are no weather data available in
the Andreasson case (at least not in the open literature) but
the afternoon preceding the event was ‘‘balmy’’ and in the
evening ‘‘pools of mist were beginning to collect in the
hollows around the old farm house, bringing the promise of a
foggy night.”’® Perhaps it is also of significance that the en-
counter happened in a kitchen and after supper (i.e. after
cooking) and that there were ten people in the room
(transpiration).

I am aware that an expert, quantitative, mathematical
treatment by a competent experimental physicist would yield
better data. He could, perhaps, calculate the upper and lower
speed limits for the shift into the higher dimension. If the
speed was very great air filling of the vacuum would have
created some sound, but no sound was reported in the An-
dreasson case. On the other hand if the shift into the higher
dimension occurred at a low speed, the vacuum would have
been created but filled gradually and no condensation effect
would have resulted.

In any case, there is at least one example proving that such
condensation effects do not need carefully balanced
laboratory conditions, but that they can occur in open air.
They have been observed on aircraft, preferably during their
landing on aircraft carriers operating in tropical latitudes.
Here vapor trails occasionally develop in the space of reduced
air pressure caused by the turbulence behind wing- and pro-
peller-tips. One would expect their immediate destruction by
surrounding air currents, but they can apparently retain their
shape and place in the air for seconds; long enough to be
clearly perceived and photographed. I remember a picture in
which a plane is seen on the landing deck of a carrier, the
front part of it being within a perfectly intact vapor spiral
created by its own propeller.'

In the case of Mrs. Appleton, who had a number of con-
tacts with apparitions, the first two occurring on November
18, 1957 and on January 7, 1958, the description of how the
entities appeared is not very clear. The images appeared,
‘‘after the fashion of a TV picture, first blurred, and then
clear.”” This could suggest the same process as in the An-
dreasson case, but this doesn’t necessarily have to be so.
When the present editor of the English Flying Saucer Review,
Gordon Creighton, spoke to Mrs. Appleton approximately
four years later, she claimed to have experienced other visita-
tions, including one when an entity came through the front
door. Unfortunately, the report doesn’t state whether the
door was closed or open. Mrs. Appleton was, however, very
specific regarding the sound that accompanied the ap-
pearance of the entities in those first two encounters: She
described it as a whistling noise similar to that of an old
wireless set being tuned to a station (the feed-back whistle)., o

SOUND

Could barrier oscillation of a physical body produce a
sound like the whistling noise described by Mrs. Appleton?
The answer is definitely, yes. The breaking of a light bulb, for
example, produces a bang, created by the air rushing into the
previous vacuum and filling it. Because Betty Andreasson
didn’t report any noise accompanying the phenomenon,
although the entities must have displaced a volume of air in
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the order of, say, 1000 times the volume of a light bulb and
the multiple images were perceived distinctly separated from
one another, this might suggest that the frequency of the bar-
rier oscillation must have been below the frequency of audible
sound. The whistling noise reported in the Appleton case,
however, would point to a barier-oscillation frequency in the
audible range (16-20,000 Hz). The quick succession of air be-
ing displaced by the oscillating body and of vacua being filled
by the surrounding air would then have the same effect as the
oscillations of a loudspeaker membrane; it would constitute a
sound source. This can be demonstrated by an experiment: If
the current flowing through an electric arc-lamp is modulated
with audio-frequency, either by an oscillating circuit
(Poulsen) or by a microphone (Simon), the arc will transmit
its pulsations to the surrounding air. As there are no moving
mechanical parts, the reproduction is loud and clear. Once it
was thought that heavy-duty loudspeakers based on this prin-
ciple could be built. But it was impossible to eliminate uncon-
trollable distortions and the whole matter became a mere
curiosity, demonstrated at physics lectures. Today the
‘“‘Speaking Arc-Lamp’’ as it was called then, is completely
forgotten.'?

TRANSLUCENCY

Eden mentions an out-of-the-body experience during
which the body of the psychic allegedly became transparent,
and he points out that this is reminiscent of reports where
UFOs or humanoids are said to be translucent.® There is
another curious report: On May 22, 1973 at 3 a.m. a salesman
was driving on the Washington Luis Highway, near Catan-
duva, Brazil. Suddenly the program in his car radio was
drowned out by powerful interference and his engine began to
fail. Then he noticed an intense bluish beam shining into his
car. He pulled over (the engine by now almost dead) and tried
to shield his eyes from the glare.

He got out and became aware of a strange, powerful and
almost suffocating heat. The beam of light was focused on
him and he perceived its source as an opaque, oval-shaped
object, ten to twenty meters away from him and fifteen to
twenty meters above the ground. When a tube started to des-
cend from the object, he tried to escape, but found himself
held by something. Looking behind him, he saw the beam
playing upon the car which by now appeared completely
transparent. Again the witness tried to run away, but he
fainted.

Later, the car was found by two young men with its head-
lights on and one door open. The witness was lying nearby,
face downward, on the rain-sodden ground. He was at first
thought to be dead but when the police arrived he suddenly
jumped up, shouting wildly. Thinking he must be mentally
deranged, the police brought him to a hospital. His papers
and checks that had been in a locked briefcase on the back
seat were scattered around. None of them, however, were
found to be missing. A year later, on April 26, 1974 the same
witness was allegedly the subject of a teleportation from Ca-
tanduva to Colatina, 900 kms distant.26

If one regards UFOs and humanoids as manifestations of
one and the same basic phenomenon, their eventual translu-
cency may at least seem logically consistent. It could be an at-
tendant effect of a barrier-oscillating body that possesses no
movement along any of the three dimensions of our environ-
ment.

But if objects belonging to our world are turned transpar-
ent partially (as, for example, in the case of the automobile)
an explanation in terms of barrier oscillation becomes dif-
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ficult. Yet the translucency phenomenon may have some
bearing on the Andreasson case, too: If Betty Andreasson’s
sketch is a reasonably correct rendition, a snapshot so to say
of what she saw at a given moment, then her drawing implies
that she could see a part of the entities’ file beyond the kit-
chen door, i.e. the door must have appeared transparent to
her. If maybe that the translucency phenomenon belongs to
the group of ‘‘paranormal extensions of perceptions’’ I have
once touched upon in another article, published in PUR-
SUIT!® But I am aware that this is merely an attempt at
categorization, which in itself explains nothing, and possibly
I’m wrong, even in this respect.

RESULTS
The physical concomitant phenomena of teleportation ex-
amined in this study, could suggest the following conclusions:

1) They could be used as a starting point for a substantiated,
quantitative assessment or the additional cross-checking of
the physical parameters of short-range teleportation.

2) In the Andreasson and Appleton cases they imply, that the
entities, whatever they were or may have consisted of,
must have displaced air. At this point all hypotheses trying
to explain the humanoid phenomenon by purely psycho-
logical concepts (i.e. as illusions or hallucinations etc.) are
getting in serious difficulties. At least for those two cases,
the old question whether there is something physically real
in the place where an apparition is perceived in space, had
rather to be answered in the affirmative.

3) They are consistent with the assumption that during the
process of barrier oscillation the physical structure of a
body need in no way be altered or disintegrated. This
would, in turn, constitute an additional argument in favor
of Eden’s teleportation model. Contrary to other para-
physical concepts trying to explain a passage ‘‘through”’
obstacles by a mutual penetration etc., the Eden model has
to be preferred simply because it is the more economical
concept.

DISCUSSION

None of the two attendant phenomena must be present in
every presumed teleportation case. If the air is very dry and
barrier-oscillation frequency not within the range of audible
sound, then neither of the attendant effects can be observed.
As condensation depends on atmospheric humidity, this
parameter could sometimes be important in checking the con-
sistency of a report and the reliability of the witness. It should
be possible to compute a diagram showing graphically the in-
terdependence of humidity, barrier-oscillation frequency and
condensation.

Two entity cases have provided an appropriate occasion
for dealing with the attendant effects of barrier-oscillation.
However it is possible that the same effects are responsible for
other features of the UFO phenomenon. It has again and
again been reported that during the approach or the depar-
ture of a UFO its contours became blurred and indistinct,
while a whistling or hissing sound was heard. Sometimes the
witness implies (or rationalizes) that the blurring must have
been the result of an immensely fast rotation. Often the
phenomenon is described as approaching, enveloped in a sort
of haze or mist or as something gaseous.

Only when it has come to a stop, so it is reported, a solid-
looking core emerges from the ‘‘soft’ shell. Sometimes a
curious mist was seen lingering in the place where the UFO
had been, after its departure. Couldn’t all this be the tell-tale
descriptions of the attendant effects of barrier-oscillation?
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“Broken” Laws

Railgun Research Shoots
Holes in Lorentz’s Theory

Futuristic weaponry being developed for
defense programs like the Strategic Defense In-
itiative may end up shooting more holes in
physical theory than in enemy missiles. The
Lorentz force law, which links the physical
forces on conductors to the electric current
coursing through them, has become a casualty
of electromagnetic railgun research. Anomalies
between the predictions of Lorentz theory and
the actual forces between conductors carrying
extremely high currents in these new types of
guns have appeared in related research being
conducted at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

Railguns accelerate projectiles using very
high current pulses traveling through a linear
series of coils. These devices can fire projec-
tiles at higher speeds than conventional guns
using chemical explosives, but to do this they
must develop current pulses so high that they
would melt all known conductors if sustained
for more than an instant.

The anomaly with the Lorentz force law
only shows up at these high currents, which is
why the law has stood up under experimental
scrutiny for so long. But conclusive evidence
of the law’s failure has been shown in some
experiments inspired by railgun design con-
ducted by Peter Graneau, an electromagnetics
expert at MIT.

Fortunately, Graneau has found an alter-
native theory that does correspond with
observation. He has dusted off an older force
law first proposed by Ampere in 1820, but
neglected since the advent of Lorentz’s for-
mulation at the turn of the century.

The new electromagnetic rubric is spelled
out in a forthcoming paper being published
by the British Institute of Physics titled
““Railgun Recoil and Relativity.”” Graneau’s
explanation may send some minor shock
waves through the scientific community. His
research rescues modern theory with a forgot-
ten formula of one of the founders of electro-
magnetism. At the same time it shows that the
theory of relativity has some unexpected
limitations.
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The basic issue comes down to where the
reaction forces between coils and projectile
act in a railgun. The Lorentz formulation says
that the electromagnetic field absorbs the
reaction force of the projectile while
Ampere’s earlier law points to the wires in the
coils. ““The acceleration force of a railgun can
amount to several tons. If the recoil force
resides in the rails, as required by Ampere’s
law, then the rails must be designed to have
the appropriate buckling strength. But if the
recoil is felt by the field, the rails would never
be subjected to buckling,’’ Graneau explains.

Graneau used historical research as well as
experiment to track down where theory began
to depart from reality. The Lorentz force was
formulated at the turn of the century to
describe the behavior of charged particles in
free space. Ampere had derived his equation
in 1820 from experiments with wires. Because
the equations were limited to the special situa-
tion of electrons flowing in wires, they could
not be generalized to the free motion of par-
ticles in space.

But Lorentz, in departing from the strictly
mechanical situation of wires, had to use an
additional concept then in vogue: the elec-
tromagnetic ether. Before relativty theory
revolutionized physics, electromagnetic waves
were thought to be disturbances in an under-
lying ether. The reaction force from a charged
particle, required by Newtonian mechanics,
was thought to act on the ether. In effect, a
charged particle was pushing on this underly-
ing substance when changing its direction or
velocity. When relativity abolished the notion
of an underlying ether, the reaction force was
simply transferred to the electromagnetic field
itself. This seemed a neat solution at the time
since the Lorentz formulation carried over in-
tact with the new interpretation. But
Graneau’s recent experiments have shown
that some finer points were glossed over in
this transfer.

To study the behavior of a current carrying
conductor in free space, Graneau suspended a
copper conductor, shaped as a rectangle with
one side missing, with copper threads. The
conductor was charged with a high voltage
and high current pulse from a bank of
capacitors. The charge entered the conductor
by leaping across a small gap so that the
resulting motion would not be influenced by

physical contact with other objects in the
room. Graneau compared the resulting move-
ment with a computer simulation based on the
Lorentz theory. The calculated momentum of
the conductor was found to be consistently
greater than the measured momentum by a
factor of 1.4. Graneau could not find any
field theory explanation to account for this
large a discrepancy.

But the older Ampere theory does account
for the observed momentum of the conduc-
tor. The Ampere formulation also predicts
that the reaction force is felt in the electrodes
supplying the current to the suspended con-
ductor, which Graneau also observed.

Although this one discrepancy between
theory and experiment seems to have been
cleared up, Graneau’s research has been turn-
ing up more problems. A discrepancy with the
back electromotive force in rail coils induced
by the speeding projectile has also been
found. Another peculiarity of high current
pulses is a new kind of plasma created when
the pulse jumps a gap. These pulses create an
explosion which was though to be generated
by heat. Experiments by Graneau’s students
have shown that heat generation does not ac-
count for the force of the explosion. Possibly
more revisions of electromagnetic theory are
pending.

SOURCE: Electronic Engineering Times
4/6/87
CREDIT: Tom Bearden

Flaw in Physics Theory

Since its development in 1947, the theory of
quantum electrodynamics has enabled
physicists to make accurate predictions about
the interaction of atomic particles and to
develop important electronic technology bas-
ed on these interactions. But a team of scien-
tists at the University of Michigan has un-
covered evidence that the theory may be
fundamentally flawed.

The group reported in Physical Review Let-
ters that atoms of a bizarre, short-lived sub-
stance called positronium annihilate them-
selves significantly faster than the theory of
quantum electrodynamics predicts, and
hence, there may .be something seriously
wrong with the theory. According to Dr. Ar-
thur Rich, a member of the group, ‘‘even a

(continued on page 69)
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The “Greek” Letters of Tell el-Yahudivya

A “British” Invasion of the Eastern Mediterranean 700 B.C.?

By Dr. Horst Friedrich

At a place called Tell el-Yahudiya, between Cairo and
Ismailia, the Swiss archaeologist Edouard Naville discovered,
about 100 years ago, among the ruins of a palace of Rameses
III colored and glazed tiles which had, on their reverse sides,
incised letters of more or less ‘“‘Greek’’ appearance, like A, E,
I, A, M, O, C, T and X. However, according to conventional
chronology, Rameses III lived about 1200 B.C., whereas the
Greek alphabet was not used before 750 B.C., this contradic-
tion was conveniently forgotten.

Charles Fort, compiler of anomalous data made no com-
mentary about harlequins at work among the Establishment,
but thanks to that indefatigable researcher, the late Dr. Im-
manuel Velikovsky,! this most important discovery was
rescued from passing into oblivion. The conclusion, with
which Velikovsky hoped to solve this strange enigma, name-
ly, that Rameses III must have been contemporary with the
classic Greek civilization, is a bit too bizarre and doesn’t fit all
the known facts.

The controversy about these ‘‘Greek’’ letters of Tell el-
Yahudiya seems to be inseparably intertwined with another
one surrounding the so-called ‘‘Sea Peoples.’’ In Rameses III
palace-Temple at Medinet Habu there are still-to-be-seen in-
scriptions and mural reliefs describing in detail a devastating
invasion of Egypt by several allied nations during the reign of
this king. The leading power among these nations is called
Haunebu or, PRST (PLST), in the Medinet Habu texts. Con-
ventional orthodoxy has it that these events were somehow
connected with the Dorian invasion of Greece and the arrival
of the Philistines (thought to be identical with the PLST) on
the coast of Palestine.

The German pastor Dr. Dr. Jiirgen Spanuth has published,
since 1953, in several updated versions, his revolutionary
Grand Hypothesis that these Sea Peoples (either Haunebu or
PRST) were identical with the remnants of the Bronze Age
civilization of Northwestern Europe, who — their civilization
annihilated by gigantic natural catastrophes — were trying to
conquer new lands by the force of arms where they could set-
tle.?

Spanuth’s thesis is difficult to refute, because according to
the ancient Egyptian texts the ‘‘Sea Peoples’’ orginate from
the northern lands and islands adjoining the sin wur (the great
green ocean) at the ends of the world, ‘‘at the ninth bow”’ (the
parallel of Britain and the Hyperborean countries, according
to Pliny the Elder). No wonder, then, that Spanuth in his
latest book® denounces as an absurdity Velikovsky’s claim
that the PRST were the Persians of the time immediately
preceding that of Alexander the Great, especially since the
Medinet Habu texts state expressly that the Sea Peoples’
countries of origin, their forests and fields, were burnt and
devastated by some fiery catastrophe, which doesn’t fit with
Velikovsky’s scenario.

It is of great interest to study the antagonism between these
two highly orginal savants, both of them still more or less
anathema to the Establishment, who are both convinced of
the enormous importance of the ‘“Sea Peoples’ and of the
letters of Tell el-Yahudiya for a true picture of our prehistory
and for the origin of our letter alphabets. What both of them
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criticize so vehemently on the side of the Establishment,
dogmatism and selective use of facts to fit preconceived ideas,
astoundingly, we find no less with these two remarkable men
— but, perhaps, this is only all too human.

From Spanuth’s Great Hypothesis it is only a small step,
which he does with the help of his epigraphic co-researcher
Dr. Otto Zeller,* to postulate that the Sea Peoples brought
their pre-runic letter alphabet to Italy, Greece, Phoenicia and
Palestine, which became the mother alphabet for the later
Iberian, Etruscan, Greek, Phoenician, Hebrew, Libyan, etc.,
letter alphabets. It is therefore Spanuth’s claim that the
“Greek’’ letters of Tell el-Yahudiya were made by PRST
prisoners of war working for the Egyptians and making those
glazed tiles where, as an identification, on the reverse sides
they incised these letters, in their own alphabet, not in Greek
letters.

This writer has long been convinced that the truth will only
be found by an amalgamation of Velikovsky and Spanuth.

Velikovsky’s tentative reconstruction of ancient history
and his revision of our conventional chronology, for which he
has so vehemently been attacked by the Establishment, has
become vindicated, at least in principle, by John Dayton'’s ex-
tremely qualified work,® which should have made it clear to
everyone, what an unreliable and chaotic card-house our con-
ventional chronology really is. The recent claim by Prof. Dr.
Dr. Gunnar Heinshohn of Bremen University that the
Sumerians were invented by our archaeologists and in reality
are identical with the Chaldeans of the first millennium
B.C.,s is absolutely along the lines of Velikovsky’s thinking.

So, what I am proposing is taking the two periods of enor-
mous natural catastrophes, for which Velikovsky presents a
strong case, as a starting point: One about 1450 B.C. which
he links with the Exodus and the arrival of the Philistines at
the coast of Palestine, and a period of recurring natural
catastrophes in the 7th and 8th centuries B.C., which may
have driven the remnants of the Bronze Age civilization of
Northwestern Europe to the Mediterranean.

Spanuth and Zeller do not question the conventional
chronology according to which Rameses III battles against
the Sea Peoples were fought around 1200 B.C., but their
claim about the geographic origin of these enigmatic invaders
of the Eastern Mediterranean inspire much more confidence
than Velikovsky’s claim. However, like Velikovsky, they also
tend to bend the facts a bit. It is true that many warriors of
the Sea Peoples have decidedly‘‘Germanic’’ (Spanuth) or
““Greek”’ (Velikovsky) racial traits, but there are many others
who might pass as Mediterraneans, North Africans or Orien-
tals.

In desperation, I turned to Jacques Touchet, the editor of
an article in MEDITERRANEA,’ the Journal of the Société
d Etude des Anciens Peuples Méditerranéens. From John
Dayton’s book I learned that the arts of metallurgy and glaz-
ing came somewhere from the west (Iberian peninsula? Corn-
wall?) and only later came to the Mediterranean peoples and
to the Middle East. So, knowing that Jacque Touchet is one
of the greatest living authorities on ancient Iberian inscrip-
tions and proposes that our alphabet orginated somewhere in
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the west and not in Palestine, in my article I asked if the let-
ters of Tell el-Yahudiya might not be Iberian letters, since all
these ancient letter alphabets are very similar and closely
related that is not easy to decide. But in his response in the
same issue of MEDITERRANEA he stated his conviction
that these letters are, indeed, Iberian since especially the letter
A exists only in Iberian and, likewise, the ¥ is the Iberian T.

What does the unexpected discovery that Iberians made the
glazed tiles of Tell el-Yahudiya mean? One possibility would
be that the tiles were manufactured somewhere in the West,
e.g. in the Iberian peninsula or in Cornwall (the domain of
the Iberians then extending from Morocco to the British Isles)
and were exported to Egypt, but that is very unlikely — since
no such object has been found in any of these countries; also,
I doubt if trade with such distant western countries is ever
mentioned in ancient Egyptian documents.

If the tiles were manufactured in Egypt, then the proposi-
tion that they were made by Iberian prisoners of war,
originally belonging to the invading force of ‘“‘Sea Peoples,”’
would be a viable hypothesis.

Those ““Iberians’’ participating in the ‘‘Sea Peoples’’ inva-
sion may well have come from the British Isles. Spanuth tends
to equate the Sea Peoples with the Germanic peoples of much
later who already spoke an Indo-European tongue; that is in-
correct and confuses the issue. At the time of Rameses III the
Late Bronze Age civilization of Western Europe, extending
from Morocco to southern Scandinavia with its Megalithic
religion, was dominated by Iberian speaking peoples, called
Atlanto-Semites by Jacques Touchet because of the Semite-
Hamitic substratum of many western European languages.
The British Isles as country of origin for the Sea Peoples
would also fit nicely within the ninth bow or circle of the
Medinet Habu texts.

At which time did this “‘British’’ invasion of the Eastern
Mediterranean and especially of Egypt occur? In other
words, when lived Rameses III? Herodotus, for long de-
nounced as an unreliable story-teller by our Establishment,
seems on the verge of becoming quickly vindicated these days

(of Dayton), and he says Seti II, Rameses’ III predecessor
who also had to battle against the ‘‘Sea Peoples,’’ may then
have come along with the Dorians, as a second wave around
700 B.C., also driven from their northwestern European
homes by repeated natural catastrophes. The researches of
John Dayton and others who try to correct at least the most
phantastic incongruitities of our conventional chronology for
the Bronze and Early Iron Age point in the same direction.
To equate the PLST of the Medinet Habu texts with the
Philistines would, then, be comparable to stating that the
Angles fought against the Mahdi and build the British Em-
pire.

A Dorian invasion of Greece about 700 B.C. would also
nicely explain the enigmatic fact that Homeros, at the beginn-
ing of the classic Greek civilization, had so intimate
knowledge of the world of the Mycenean palaces and the
wars of the Acheans, e.g. the siege of Troy, if he really was
separated in time from them by an abyss of about 500 years
as claimed by Establishment orthodoxy. To everybody who
reads the ILIADE and the ODYSSEY, his seems to be an eye-
witness account. The five centuries of ‘“‘Dark Age’’ between
the Mycenean and classic Greek civilizations seem to have
been invented by archaeologists to fit the confused and totally
unreliable Egyptian chronology.
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“Broken” Laws

(continued from page 67)
difference half as small would be cause for
alarm.”

The positronium atom, which must be
prepared in a laboratory, consists of two par-
ticles in binary orbits around each other: a
negatively charged electron and its antimatter
equivalent, a positron. Theory predicts that a
positronium atom can live for only about one-
millionth of a second before its matter and
antimatter components annihilate each other
in a burst of gamma rays. The theory specifies
the positronium lifetime very precisely, but
the Michigan study found the actual lifetime
to be about one-fifth of 1 percent shorter.

‘““Much of physics will probably go on as
before,’” Dr. Rich said, ‘‘but a lot of people
will begin wondering about the foundations
of quantum electrodynamics.’’

SOURCE: Times, NY
4/1/87
CREDIT: John Douglas Singer

Student Finds Where
Issac Newton Went Wrong

Physics student Robert Garisto did not
move heaven and Earth, but he did find an er-
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ror in Sir Isaac Newton’s ‘‘Principia’’ that
had gone undetected since the master laid out
the laws of motion and his theory of gravity
300 years ago.

““It’s great that I found it, but it certainly
doesn’t change history’s view of Newton or
anything,” said Garisto, a 23-year-old Uni-
versity of Chicago student.

“What I found is that Newton, using his
own data, plugged the wrong value into a
calculation and came up with a discrepancy of
about 15 percent,” he said. ‘‘He simply was
inconsistent in how he used his own numbers
in an equation.”

The equation appears in Proposition 8 of
Book 3 of the ‘‘Philosophiae Naturalis Prin-
cipia Mathematica,”” first published in 1687
and considered by many to be one of the
greatest single contributions in the history of
science.

In Proposition 8, Newton tried to demon-
strate the correctness of his explanation by
calculating the mass, surface gravity and den-
sity of the known planets.

It is in the calculation of the mass of Earth
that Garisto found the inconsistency. To
determine the mass, Newton needed to know
the angle between a line from the center of

Earth to the sun and a line from a point on
Earth’s surface to the sun.

Modern science has put that number at
about 8.8 seconds. (A second is one 3,600th
of a degree.)

Newton’s notes indicated that he believed
the figure to be 10.5 seconds, but he
mysteriously used 11 seconds in the equation
used to calculate Earth’s mass. That is the er-
ror that Garisto discovered.

But the significance of the find eluded even
Professor Noel Swerdlow, who gave Garisto
an A-plus for his paper. Swerdlow had made
the assignment because he himself had never
been able to get the numbers in Proposition 8
to agree.

In April, Swerdlow and Garisto attended a
lecture on the ‘‘Principia’’ by University of
Chicago Nobel laureate S. Chandrasekhar. Im-
mediately afterward, both student and teacher
realized what Garisto had uncovered.

Garisto wrote a more extensive paper, $ub-
mitted it to the scientific honor society Sigma
Xi and won the university chapter’s Prize for
Excellence in Science.

SOURCE: AP in The Chronicle,
San Francisco, CA 6/11/87
CREDIT: Robert Cook
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The Mars-Venus Cycle, Vortex Gravity
and Fortean Phenomena

by Keith L. Partain

In a previous article published in PURSUIT, 1 attempted
to demonstrate how certain UFO waves investigated by
another researcher? appeared to follow a spiral path about the
earth, were invariant with respect to solar activity and the in-
terval of the waves’ appearance virtually equalled the value of
the natural constants pi multiplied by phi (the golden mean).
This peculiar cycle was not the only UFO wave Saunders
studied; there were others which did not fit the pattern sug-
gested to me. What they did suggest is a rehabilitation of a
prematurely dismissed hypothesis: the effects of Martian
epochs upon UFO waves (or ‘“flaps’’ if you prefer) in par-
ticular and Fortean phenomena in general.

Over fifteen years ago two epochal studies were undertaken
by people interested in matters Fortean. One was produced by
Fort’s biographer himself, Damon Knight,* the other, a year
earlier, was a series of two short papers, s that [van T. Sander-

son, SITU’s founder, mentioned the same year Knight’s book
was published.® For fifteen years the Martian epochs study
(also known as the Mars-Venus cycle and — under my
coinage — the Fort-Knight hypothesis) and Carstiou’s studies
have languished in virtual silence. No one has seen the con-
nection. It is appalling that work so central to Forteana has
lain fallow so long. (Others may have followed up on
Carstiou’s vortex-gravity papers; if so, I have not found any
of the literature.)

What is so vital here is that the two hypotheses may actual-
ly complement. Carstiou’s vortex gravity concept could be
the central mechanism of the Fort-Knight hypothesis concer-
ning Martian epochs, Venusian inferior conjunctions and
Fortean phenomena! At the very least, vortex gravity may be
one of the mechanisms involved.

First, of course, it is necessary to acquaint the reader with
the essentials of both intriguing and excellently generated
hypotheses. Neither hypothesis was a slipshod compendium
of hastily assembled verbiage. One was even funded by a
Naval Research Grant! (That was Carstiou’s hypothesis.)
Knight’s study saw the rigors of signal analysis; Carstiou’s
papers are packed with complex, advanced mathematical for-
mulae. We are looking at some Fortean meat of prime quali-
ty; it needs to be digested with care. To pursue my
gastronomic analogy, however, this prime filet must be app-
proached first. Hence this paper: a plea to fellow Forteans to
examine high-quality hypotheses so central to Forteana!

Secondly, the remarkable occlusion of these two epochal
(no pun intended) studies will be given due attention. The im-
plications for the Fortean world cannot be ignored nor under-
estimated.

Briefly, when Damon Knight began to study Fortean phe-
nomena, he noticed a hint of periodicity, a rhythym and
began to seek the mechanism. He was able to have C.L.
Mallows of Bell Telephone Laboratories submit a vast array
— many, many years — of Fort’s data to computer analysis.
The first and third sections revealed only random distribu-
tions, but the middle section of the data had tantalizing hints
of nonrandomness. What was suggested was Martian epochs
— conjunctions, quadratures and oppositions of Mars® cor-
related with the data.
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In my previous paper I conceded that, for UFO flaps
alone, only oppositions of Mars gave any sign of positive cor-
relation. Knight, however, was dealing with a wider spectrum
of data; mysterious falls, teleportations, poltergeists, etc. —
not merely UFOs. And yes, I will agree with Vallee® that with
enough cycles one can support any theory. Fort did not go in
as heavily as Knight did for the other epochs; so far as I know
he only related his data to oppositions of Mars and inferior
conjunctions of Venus. It is important to note that once
quadratures and conjunctions of Mars are removed, we are
left with two important planetary cycles. Knight had granted
inferior conjunctions of Venus a secondary status in his
Mars-Venus cycle/Fortean data correlations;'® and what re-
mains, therefore, are periods of maximum gravitational
stress, a point not to be overlooked.

Before I pursue this further, let me digress by positing that
enhanced solar activity may somehow interfere with the
Mars-Venus cycle (as in my previous paper): it may well be
that only during periods of /ower sunspot and concomitant
weaker solar flare activity that the Mars-Venus cycle is most
apparent. In any case, a mechanism is called for in this
hypothesis. If the Fort-Knight hypothesis (the Mars-Venus
cycle) is valid, what allows it to work?

Knight postulated other energy spectra than those with
which we are normally familiar.'! At about the same time,
Dr. John Carstiou, working under a Naval Research Grant,
generated a revolutionary hypothesis and also adequate con-
troversy to keep the hypothesis unpublished in America.'?
Carstiou noted that the conventional electromagnetic field
has two components: an oscillating electrical field and an
oscillating magnetic field. Quite simply he equated Newto-
nian gravity to the electrical field and postulated what he call-
ed ‘‘vortex gravity’’ as an analogue to the magnetic field.
Please recall a curiousity of many Forteana — the whirling,
vorticial configurations, the falls of frogs and fishes in
“‘whirlwinds,”’ the vortex-field of the poltergeist'* and other
tantalizing hints of an electromagnetic-vortex gravity coupl-
ing that triggers and guides the disposition of anomalous
phenomena.

The Mars-Venus cycle may trigger this coupling of vortex
gravity with electromagnetism and produce spatio-temporal
warps and other whirlpods.

This is a reiteration of both Knight’s and Carstiou’s work.
Dr. Carstiou also linked his hypothesis to UFOs. I believe we
have an interface here, lying fallow now for a decade and a
half, an interface that demands renewed attention from the
Fortean community. Neither study was simple or slipshod,
both were complex undertakings that gave remarkably
complementary views. It is now time that they were reviewed
and given the serious attention which is long overdue!

After I had completed this article, an undisguised tribute to
Fort, Sanderson, Knight and Carstiou in PURSUIT'* pro-
vided us with a rich horde of Forteana. Consonant with my
low-sunspot-number-Martian opposition concept'® there was
a precipitous drop in sunspot numbers and a Martian opposi-
tion the Spring and Summer of 1986. (The Kansas City Star,
Oct. 28, 1986 briefly discusses my low sunspot number-
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Fortean link.) So, let me be brief: If the hypothesis of Knight 3
and the hypotheses of Partain are correct, I forecast a flood
of Forteana the summer of 1988. Mars will be in opposition 4.
at its closest approach and the sunspot number will be vir-

tually zero. But only data will tell.

In conclusion, SITU member #3103 asked, ‘““Whither
Anomalies?’’ and punctuated his short essay with some ascer-
bic commentary.'* He argued for a unified force, an under-
lying ‘‘agency’’ responsible for anomalies. I concur. Let us
look at the work of Knight and Carstiou. Let us see if the
elusive psi-force owes to the coupling of these fields I have 9.
discussed. We may give member #3103 the breakthroughs he 10.
said we may have if we find the ‘‘key.”” Perhaps the key has 1.

lain fallow for over fifteen years.
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‘Death Star’ May
Inhabit Solar System

Does the sun have a companion star,
known as the Death Star, or the Nemesis, that
sweeps past the solar system once every 26 to
30 million years, causing comets and asteroids
to rain down upon Earth, wiping out entire
species in mass extinctions?

If the answer is yes, the star would be so far
away at this time that it would be barely visi-
ble from Earth and so seemingly insignificant
that its gradual movement across the sky
would have escaped detection by the
thousands of telescopes that have been turned
toward the heavens during nearly four cen-
turies of telescopic research.

The search for the Death Star has taken on
new interest because of mounting evidence
that many scientists believe indicates that
dinosaurs and other lesser species died out
millions of years ago because of a cataclysmic
collision of Earth with a foreign body, pro-
bably an asteroid or a huge comet. According
to the theory, the collision kicked up enough
dust to plunge Earth into darkness for months
or years, killing the vegetation.that sustained
the giant beasts that ruled Earth until their
150-million-year reign ended about 65 million
years ago.

The Nemesis theory is based on the idea
that if another star passed close to the sun, its
gravitational field would dislodge comets and
possibly asteroids from their normal positions
in the solar system and some would likely col-
lide with Earth.

A number of scientists have tried to find the
Nemesis.

Some others simply dismiss the idea as non-
sense, contending that if the sun has a compa-
nion tht only comes around once every 26
million years or so, it is a rare companion in-
deed. Most stars in the Milky Way galaxy are
paired in binary systems, but generally they
revolve around each other quickly, frequently
in a matter of weeks or months. There is no
known binary system with a period of millions
of years.

But scientists from the Lawrence Berkeley
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Laboratory on the campus of the University
of California Berkeley think there is reason to
believe there is such a star, and they have set
out to find it with a 30-inch telescope

Astrophysicist Richard Muller, who is
leading the effort, said the team has used
previous sky surveys to narrow down the field
of candidates in the area of the sky that is visi-
ble from the Northern Hemisphere.

“We have eliminated all but 3,000 stars,”’
Muller said, in the belief that the Nemesis
would be a small, inconspicuous red star. The
stars most visible from Earth are blue or white
in color and have a much higher luminosity
than the stars that appear reddish because of
their cooler temperatures.

If it were that bright, it would already have
attracted so much attention that astronomers
would have studied it intensely and ‘‘it would
have had its distance measured,’’ he said.

““So it must be a red star,”” which would
have escaped serious study because it seemed
so like the millions of other stars in the Milky
Way galaxy that appear reddish, Muller add-
ed. He concluded that even though it would
not have been studied individually, it should
have been included in one of the numerous
sky surveys conducted by astronomers who
compile ‘‘catalogues’ of stars.

If the Nemesis is one of those 3,000 stars,
its position should change slightly when view-
ed from Earth as the planet revolves around
the sun, because it would be viewed from dif-
ferent positions on Earth’s orbit.

Thus over several months, the angle to the
star as viewed from Earth, called its parallax,

-should change noticeably. That would be true

only for a star as close as the Death Star,
because all other stars are so far away that the
Earth’s orbit is not large enough to affect the
parallax. By photographing the 3,000 suspects
repeatedly during the next few months with
the computer-driven telescope, the Nemesis
should stand out from all the others because
its parallax will have changed, but all the
other stars will remain the same, Muller said.

Muller is undaunted by the fact that there is
no known binary system with a period of 26
million years. He said there could be many
such systems, but it would be hard to detect
them because the distance between the stars

would be so great.

If the search is unsuccessful, it could mean
that the Nemesis is only visible from the
Southern Hemisphere, and the search there
will be far more difficult, he added.

There is no catalogue of red stars for the
southern sky, he said, so the team will have to
first conduct a sky survey, a time-consuming
prospect that could delay the search for years.

Muller, UC Berkeley astronomer Marc
Davis and Piet Hut, an astronomer with the
Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton,
disclosed their theory in an article in the
British scientific journal Nature in 1984 after
the scientific world was already abuzz with
stories about the work of UC Berkeley geolo-
gist Walter Alvarez.

Alvarez was collecting samples from a lime-
stone formation near the Italian village of
Gubbio in 1977 when he discovered a layer of
clay containing fossilized marine creatures
that dated back to the time when the dino-
saurs died out. He returned to Berkeley and
team up with his father, Nobel laureate
physicist Luis Alvarez of the Berkeley lab.

Subsequent analysis showed that the clay
contained rich samples of iridium, an element
that is rare in the Earth’s crust. During the
following years the father-and-son team pos-
tulated that the iridium found in the clay came
from a huge comet or asteroid that hit Earth
in a collision that had an impact 6 billion
times greater than the Hiroshima atomic
bomb.

The collision would have sent clouds of
debris into the upper atmosphere, including
iridium, obscuring the sun and plunging Earth
into prolonged darkness. Over the course of
months or<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>